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The objectives of this research were to study tourism management pattern, tourism resource
conservation activities, and perception of ecotourism components towards tourism resource
conservation activities at Puanpu community King-Amphoe Nong Hin Changwat Loei. The samples
consisted of two groups: related and unrelated groups concerning involvement of ecotourism activities
and services. The related group consisted of 83 villagers whose Jjobs were directly related to tourism
activities and services in the community. The unrelated group were randomly selected from villagers
living in same village but not related directly to ecotourism consisting of 425 samples. Questionnaire
with non-participation observation and semi-structure interview were employed in data collection.

Descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis were used as analytical tools.

The results found that the perception of people related directly to ecotourism activities and
services in the community towards ecotourism components both in principles and practices in Puanpu
community were higher than perception of those unrelated. The practices of tourism resource
conservation activities of those related to ecotourism activities and services were also higher than those
unrelated as well. However, the overall perception of ecotourism components of the concerned group
were not statistically related to tourism resource conservation except the management component that
related significantly to environmental protection activity at significant level of .05 and beta =.249
while perception of unrelated people regarding ecotourism components was statistically related to all
three tourism resource conservation activities namely: environmental protection, community
knowledge and understanding in conservation, and tourist knowledge and understanding in
conservation at significant level of .001. The particular component affecting environmental protection
activity were nature interpretation component (significant level = 05, beta=.161). The nature
interpretation and management components affected community knowledge and understanding in
conservation at significant level of .001 with beta = .469 and .196, respectively. While community
participation component has reverse effect to community knowledge and understanding in conservation
at significant level of .05 with beta = -.159. For the tourist knowledge and understanding in
conservation, the nature interpretation component was significantly related to it at significant level of

.001 and beta = .267.
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