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The objectives of this study were to analyze tourists” motivation in choosing site and
tour season in nature-based recreation areas, to determine factors affecting the selection of
recreation areas of visitors to Doi Inthanon and Khao Yai national parks and factors affecting the
selection of tour season of visitors to Doi Inthanon national park. Questionnéire was used to
collect data froﬁl 410 park visitors, 205 at each park. Descriptive statistics and Discriminant

Function Analysis were used to analyze survey data.

The study found that 54.10% of park visitors desired for relaxing with friends and family,
22.20% and 17.30% needed to release stress from work and nature study, respectively. The
favorite time to visit the parks for most tourists were weekend by 51.70%, holiday during
weekday by 18.30% and holiday during traditional celebration by 14.10%. The analysis
found that factors affecting the selection of recreation areas were recreation motivation, type of
tourist classified by residence, accessibility to the park, conditions of trails within the park,
expenses for the trip, and image of recreation area. However, strength of felationship was weak
(Canonical Correlation = 0.34; Sig = 0.00). Factors affecting the selection of tour season were
recreation motivation, type of tourist classified by residence, accessibility to the park, conditions
of trails within the park, expenses for the trip, and image of recreation area. The strength of
relationship between all variables and the selection of tour season was moderate (Canonical

Correlation = 0.45; Sig = 0.00).
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