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The objectives of this study were to analyze ecotourism potential of biophysical
environment of Khao Thapetch Wildlife Conservation Development and Extension Center in Surat
Thani Province, to investigate background and knowledge on ecotourism of tourists and local
people and their opinions towards facilities and services in the area, and to formulate ecotourism
development guidelines for the area. The study was divided into three parts. The first part was site
inventory to analyze area potential, the second part was on-site survey of tourist information, and
the third part was personal interview survey of local people living in the villages surrounding the
area. Two hundred of each group of target population was sampled. Data were analyzed using

descriptive statistics.

» The study found that Khao Thapetch Wildlife Conservation Development and Extension
Center has moderate potential to an ecotourism site (the potential score was 3.64). Most tourists
had high level of knowledge on ecotourism. They rated high with the biophysical environment of
the area and had high satisfaction with tourism facilities and services provided by the center. Most
local people also had high level of knowledge on ecotourism. However, they rated moderated with
the biophysical environment of the area and had moderate satisfaction with tourism facilities and
services provided by the center. Study findings together could be used to formulate guidelines for

ecotourism development in order to enhance potential of the area'at large.
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