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The objectives of this research were to study : (1) social , economic and natural
resource factors of the local people (2) relationships between social , economic and
natural resource factors and the local people’s need to participate in ecotourism at
Tham Pha Tha Phon Non - Hunting Area, and (3) problems and recommendation of
local people in ecotourism at Tham Pha Tha Phon Non - Hunting Area. Samples were
370 local people in 5 kilometres around Tham Pha Tha Phon Non - Hunting Area .
Data were collected by using questionaires and analyzed by computer program.
Percentage , mean , standard deviation, correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple

regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

The results of this research showed that : (1) The local people wanted to
participate in ecotourism at Tham Pha Tha Phon Non - Hunting Area in all 4 steps :
defining problems, planning, implementing, monitoring and evaluation. According to
hypothesis testing , education level, social status and knowledge about ecotourism were
the key factors associated with the need of local people to participate in ecotourism at

statistical significant level of 0.01.
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