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Ban Thung Soong contained one of the most healthy community forests in
Southern Thailand. Most of the community members collectively agreed to develop this
community forest as an important part of their community— based ecotourism venture.
Since there was no such development plan in place, this study, therefore, was intended to
assess its resource potential and design compatible ecotourism activities and facilities
accordingly. The study employed concepts and principles of eco- and sustainable

tourism, and eco- friendly architectural design.

The assessment revealed that the community’s ecotourism resources had a
medium to high level of potential. Most households in the community were ready and
enthusiastic about the challenge for ecotourism development and management. In
addition, the community leaders and interim tourism committee expressed their desire to
have optional ecotourism activities and facilities for the area. These included a visitor
center, three nature trails of different distances, homestay as well as other support
facilities. In the end, a conceptual plan and design was drawn up and presented to the

community members by means of document and perspective model.
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