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The objectives of this research were to study economics and social factors of visitors’ traveling to
Tham Lae Khao-Kob Area, imbon Khao-Kob, Amphoe Huai-yod, Changwat Trang, also to evaluate the
recreational value and to study recreational management of Tham Lae Khao-Kob Area by the relevant
authority. The data was collected from 321 visitors by questionnaire during December 2003 — January 2004,
The Individual Travel Cost Method (ITCM) calculated direct use value. The authority of Tambon Khao-Kob

Administration Organization was interviewed about the management of Tham Lae Khao-Kob Area.

The research found that the majority sample of visitors came from southern Thailand and were
female, aged between 2040, single, students, education to Bachelor degree level, and average income ‘of
14,109 baht/month. The only factor affecting the frequency of travel was travel cost. The result of valuation
was 250,018,800 baht in 2003. The recreational management was found to have four problems: budget,

personnel, unsuitable bchavior, and excessive visitor pressure during festivals. The Tambon Khao-Kob

Administration Organization already has plans to solve these problems.
The suggestion from this research is that the Tambon Khao-Kob Administration Organization

should design interpretive signboard to attract visitors by using simple language, and allocate more budget for

public relations, and improve surrounding arcas to maintain the sustainability of Tham Lae Khao-Kob Area.
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