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The objectives of this study were to investigate the economic and social characteristics of
the orchard farmers. Also, to examine the factors affecting farmers’ needs in opening up orchards
for agrotourism at Ko Chang, Trat province, and to compare the factors as mentioned. The study
was carried out by collecting data from 188 farmers in Ko Chang with simple random sampling and
interview questionnaire. A statistical package computer program was then employed for the data
analysis, using descriptive statistics, F-test, and t-test analysis for hypotheses testing at statistical
significance level of .05. The results showed that a majority of the farmers inhabited at Ban
Klongson (31.5%) and more than a half of gender proportion was female. In addition, highest
cducation level were clementary (62.2%), besides, annual total incomes were less than 139,055
baht (68.6%). Also, most amount of household labours were 2 persons (47.2%), and more than half
had participation in community management activitics. Considering to physical attributes of the
arca, the bulk of area extents were range between 5-10 rai (29.3%), and the distances from main
road were less than 500 meters (69.1%). Most of the farmers had good knowledges in agrotourism
(79.2%). According to hypotheses testing about the needs in opening up orchards, there were
7 from 13 factors statistically signify to designating assumptions, consisting of village location
(F=5.163; Sig.= .002) gender (t = -2.290; Sig. =.023) age (F= 3.252; Sig.= .013) total incomes
(t=.021; Sig.= .004) leisure times (F= 2.743; Sig.= .03) social acknowledgement (F= 6.647;

Sig.= .000) and knowledge in agrotourism (F= 4.586; Sig.= .009)
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