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Chote Trachu 2005: A Review of Legislation and Regulation for Sustainable Use of Mineral
Resources: A Case Study of Sapphire Deposit Development for Ecotourism at Ban Bo Kaeo,
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Major Field: Sustainable Land Use and Natural Resource Management, Interdisciplinary
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The objective of this study was to analyze factors affecting the operation of the action research
project on collaborative development of gem deposit at Ban Bo Kaeo in Phrae Province as an ecotourism
destination. Particularly, the analysis was focused on the limitation and obstacle to the project operation by
relevant laws and regulation pertaining to land use and mineral resources. The project document review and
site investigation were employed along with critical assessment of those laws and regulation against the

project’s goals, objectives, and planned activities.

The initial results showed that the project operation had 4 key components gearing towards
achieving sustainable tourism for the project site and nearby communities. It was found that there were
several pieces of legislation and regulation governing the project operation as a whole. These included the
National Forest Reserve Act B.E. 2507 (NFRA), the Agricultural Land Reform Act B.E. 2518 (ALRA), the
Land Code Act B.E. 2497 (LCA), the Mineral Act B.E. 2510 (MA), and the Cabinet Resolution on
Watershed Classification B.E. 2538 (CRWC).

Further analysis revealed that this collaborative research project aiming to promote
sustainable tourism did not violate any provision of NFRA, LCA and CRWC at all. But it might not
be biding to ALRA in that a portion of land under development was issued specifically for agricultural
use. It also might violate MA in that the operation dealing with gem mining had to apply for the
permission from the Department of Mineral Resources. However, the latter case could be argued
otherwise as the gem mining of the project was merely for demonstration and education for the

visitors, not for business as required so by MA.
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