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The objectives of the research is to study local people’ economic status, the amount, distribution
and direct benefits and indirect benefits of economic impacts from tourism at Mu Ko Chang National
Park in Trat Province on local people, and to study local people satisfaction towards economic benefit
from tourism. Questionnaire was used to collect data from local people who receive tourism impacts at
household level with total sample size of 192. The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics and

hypothesis testing by the t-test and F -test method at .05 statistical level of significance.

Regarding the socio economic status of local people at Mu Ko Chang National Park, the study
found that most about 58.3 percent were female, 53.6 percent were 31 -45 years old, 48.4 percent eamed
primary school, 61.5 percent unwanted to displace, 34.4 percent have own business or merchandize

trading, and 50.5 percent camed tourism income ranging between 50,000 — 100,000 bath per year.

Level of economic impacts showed that the high positive impact were ranging from job and
occupation, income distribution, investment, goods and service quality and change of productivity structure.
High negative economic impact from tourism were change of land ownership to the outsiders, labor
migration, cost of living, price of goods and lose of local economic efficiency. The rest are found in
moderate economic impacts. Averagely, the economic impacts from tourism both positive and negative
were in moderate levels. Satisfaction towards economic benefit found relatively high. The results from
hypothesis test of the relationships between settlement period, tourism income, age and education level
toward economic impacts from tourism found that income from tourism was statistically related to both

positive and negative economic impacts while education level were statistically related to only positive

cconomic impact.
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