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Supphachoke Temsaad 2005: Participatory Assessment of Recreation Resource Potential in
Thab Lan National Park for Ecotourism Management. Master of Science (Sustainable Land Use
and Natural Resources Management), Major Field: Sustainable Land Use and Natural Resources

Management, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. Thesis Advisor: Miss Nuchanata Mungkung,

Ph.D. 145 pages.

ISBN 974-9836-34-0

The objectives of this study were firstly to assess the recreation resource potential in Thab Lan
National Park for ecotourism management by local people taking part. Secondly, to study guidelines of
participatory ecotourism management. The study was scparated in 2 parts. Part 1 was to encourage local
people to participate in assessment of recreation resource potential in 8 areas of Thab Lan National Park.
Participatory assessment of recreation resource potential for ecotourism management was done by surveying.
Weighted score equation and descriptive stalistics were used in the analysis. Part 2 was to find out the model
for guidelines of participatory ecotourism management by local pcople, and resulted from a brainstorming
scssion of local people and researcher. Finally to find out whether people have the right to participate in

ecotourism management in National Park areas and how it would work.

The study found that the 8 areas within Thab Lan National Park had average potential score
between the researcher and people of moderate potential to be ecotourism site. The top three sites with high
scorc were Suan Hom Substation, Thai Sa Muk Kee Substation and Klong Nam Mun Substation and should

be considered to be ecotourism sites. Ta Ling Chun Substation had the lowest score and then it could not

promote to be ecotourism sites.

The guidelines for participatory ecotourism management by local people in the park were as
follows: 1) joint management as permitted operators, 2) joint management in preservation and maintaining
recrecation resource, and 3) participation in ecotourism management with the National Park by forming a
working group/organization, and then represcniative of the working group/organization or representative of
the working or local administrative organization to be included in this activity and to determine the rules and
regulations. There should also be the community representatives in the National Park management. In this
aclivity, rules or agreement on collaboration should be supported and should be approved by National Park

(stecring) Commiillee who supervise, monitor and implement ccotourism management.
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