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Changwat Surat Thani. Master of Science (Forestry), Major Field: Forest Management, Department
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The objective of this research was to assess ecotourism potential and needs of Ban Bang Pru

community, Changwat Surat Thani. Status of problems and obstacles related to ecotourism development
were surveyed. The respondents consisted of 85 household representatives in Ban Bang Pru and 24
government service officers in Tambol Klong Sok. They were interviewed using structured questionnaires.
Data were analyzed and presented in terms of percentages and arithmetic means. Ecotourism potential of

the community was assessed by a weighting score technique.

The results revealed that Ban Bang Pru community has a moderate ecotourism potential. Level of
score calculated from the household representatives was 1.87, which was slightly lower than the score
calculated from the government officers. Regarding the factors relevant to ecotourism management,
location of the resource was found to be the most important factor (highest score level) followed by tourism
activity, facilitating the natural study tour, local people participation, and management factors for

sustainable tourism, respectively.

The respondents from the community expressed the most demand to be involved in the processes
of guideline-making and improvement for the appropriate ecotourism. They also wanted to know the
situations of problems and obstacles concerning the ecotourism in the community. Finally, they expressed

their demand for establishment of a local organization to support the tourism.

In order to strengthen the community potential the respondents stated that the government service
officers should play an important facilitating role in local ecotourism development. Education on ecosystem
diversity and ecotourism should be provided to the local community. Training for management of the
tourism resources, marketing, and services should be given. These shall be beneficial to the local

community and support the sustainable ecotourism development.
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