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The objective of this research were to analyze environmental factors of the hiking trail
from Ban Kiriwong to Khao Luang summit in Khao Luang National Park, to investigate the
neceds of park visitors in using hiking trail and to develop concept designs for improving the
trail. The environmental factors consisted of 7 factors including terrain, land form, slope, scenic
quality of the landscape, safety, crown cover of the tree, and interpretive significance of natural
resource along the trail. Questionnaire was used to collect visitor data. Four hundred park

visitors were asked to participate in the survey.

The study found that the trail terrain was composed of coarse-textured soil. Land form
were highly diverse and the trail slope was steep. Moist evergreen forest provided the trail high
percentage of crown cover. The overall scenic quality of landscape and natural safety of the
trail were moderate while the interpretive significance was high. Visitor survey found that the
majority of park visitors desired for relaxing in a natural peaceful area and escaping from
routine in everyday life. They also needed the nature trail that allowed them to experience rich
forest with beautiful landscape. Base on the results from environmental factors analysis and the
analysis of visitors’ needs, the investigator developed concept designs for improving the trail
that can be divided into 4 parts 1) the design for trail head area; 2) the design for physical
improvement along the entire trail; 3) the design for campground along the trail; 4) the design
for the trail summit area. Designs for basic facilities necessary for the trail such as bridge
across the creek, maker, trail panel, etc. were also developed. The investigator also provided

interpretive theme and information that should be put in the trail panel along the trail.
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