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The objective of this research was 10 study coomomic and social Tactors of visitors and svaluate
the reereatioral value of Ban Song Thai Ecotourism Village, Plai Pong Pfang Sub-district. Samui Songkhiam
Province. The data was collected froe 303 visitors by guestionnaire duaing‘ Japuary - March 2002, then 1he
relasionship was analyzed between cconomic and social factors affecting the wavelling and the recreational
value cvaluwicd oy Individuai Travei Cost Methad (ITCM). This research dso stedied the recrearional

management of Ban Song Tha Ecotawrism Village by interviewing relevart authorites.

The rescarch found that the majority of visitors were {emale, (rony Bangkok and the ages were
berween 21-30. Most were students and educatcd 1o Bachelar degree level. Their average income was less than
3,001 baht/month. The main purposes of travelling were recrcation tb‘;?f)'-.ved. kv firefly walching.
The only factor significanily affecting the frequency of visit at 95% leve! was the trave! cost. The evaluation
result of Bar Song Thai Ecotourism Village in 2004 was 9,039,765 baht. {: was found that there were prob:ems
of recreationai management such as natural area (low fige, high tide), pollution, the incor‘pomiiqn af slake
holders, lack of budget, lack of human resource and lack of management. All of these probiems have not been

solved because of many factors.

The suggestions in tourism management plénnmg are mainly from the results of ceonomic and social
study. For exampie, the resuits show that the number of female visitors was more than male, so it 1s necessary
to iaprove toilet and accommodation to be more clean and saf. Moreaver, the government should support
more budget for prometion, the development of recreation areas and the development of the human resource.
The community also has to learn how to make more profit from the tourism such as by selling souvenirs. Also
the most important entreprereurs and people in the village should have strong cooperation 1o conserve the

waler resource, tirefly living arca and naturai environment, especially by sharing the cost ol eperation.

Mentobarn *!-vc.--;..., gﬁhﬁ‘@a\/ %N—/L 19 . Y

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s nglurc




