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The purpose of this study is to classify the tourism opportunity zones and study the tourist
recreation experience at Ko Kut district in Trad province, covering the area of Ko Kut, Ko Mak, Ko
Kadad, Ko Rayong-Nai, Ko Rayong-Nok, Ko Rat. The Geographic Information System (GIS) was
employed to classify tourism opportunity spectrum zone by physical faction. Four physical factors were
used for classifying the zones as the followings the distance from the communicative route, the distance
from the port, the area of natural area and land use. Regarding the study of the recreation experience of
the tourists, accidental sampling method was employed with sample size of 550 seven tourist
destinations were chosen as study sites namely : 1) Klong Choa Beach 2) Ao Salad Village 3) Klong
Yaikee Waterfall 4) Klong Chao Waterfall 5) Ao Phrao Beach 6) Mak Island and 7) Ao Salak Auon
Village

As the results 4 tourism opportunity spectrum zones were found: Semi-primitive non motorized
(SPNM),’ Semi-primitive motorized (SPM), Roaded Natural (RN), and Rural (R). The coverage areas
were 9.10, 35.4, 47.77 and 8.10 percent respectively. Visitor’s experiences found at Klong Chao
Beach located in R area was RN experience, Ao Salad Village located in R area was SPM experience,
Klong Yaikee Waterfall located in SPM area was SPNM experience, Klong Chao Waterfall located in
RN area was SPNM experience, Ao Phrao Beach located in R area was RN experience, Mak Island

located in R area was RN experience, Ao Salak Auon Village located in R area was RN experience.

In this case, the recreation experiences that the tourist’s received have nothing referred to the
physical form of the travels zone that we has classified. However, the differences of tourism experience
resulted from physical factors and social factors classification were systematically found. The explanation

was that such experiences reflected by social values cannot be obtained from physical factors.
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