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Ob Luang National Park, Chaingmai, is the important resource with biodiversity richness.
Ever since 1966, it has been opened to service tourists all year round. It was forecasted that therc
would be increasing number of visitors to the park and that would endanger the park’s ecosystems and
the environment. For this reason, this study seeks to estimate recreational value or Ob Luang National
Park from services utilized by the tourists. The study result implies the social costs if recreational
activities and tourists arc not allowed in Ob Luang National Park. Additionally, this study aims to find

out means to specifying proper number of visitors to Ob Luang National Park.

Valuation method of Ob Luang National Park’s recreational value employed in this study is
the zonal travel cost method (ZTCM). Data were collected from 321 visitors during November 2004
to January 2005. The study result indicates that the recreational value of the park is 44.834 million
baht per year. The research finding also reveals that the majority of the tourists stated that Ob Luang

should remain a tourist spot.

In terms of tourist’s satisfaction during the park visit, the result indicates that the visitors are
satisfied with the park’s natural setting the most. It is also suggests that more accommodation,
restroom, and garbage bin should be provided. As for the future park management, visitors prefer the
Department of National Park, Wildlife, and Plant Variety to the private sector. They also agree that
the park is operated seasonally and disagree with the idea of limiting the number of visitors to the park

in each day.
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