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Arcerat Pakpitjarean 200S: Carrying Capacity of Community-Based Ecotourism: A Case Study of
Ban Song Thai Ecotourism Village, Samut Songkhram Province. Master of Science (Resources
Management), Major Field: Resources }E&anagcmcng Interdisciplinary Graduate Program.

Thesis Advisor: Assistant Professor Saroj Aungsumalin, Ph.D. 75 pages.

[SBN 974-9836-30-8

The objective of this study was to estimale the facility and social-psychology carrying capacitics of
(he ecotourism activity of Ban Song Thai Ecotourism Village. The primary data used in the analysis were
coliected from several groups of those invoived in and affected by. the ecotourism activitics. The survey
samples were 16 home stay operators, 15 boat operators, 100 tourists and 25 ccotourism affected households.
Only the carrying capacilies per onc tour trip of homestay and boat trip activilies, the two main constraints,
were estimated. One tour trip comprised of 2 days and onc night, staying with the homestay. The analyscs were

done descriptively.

The study revealed that the carrying capacity of homestay activity was between 255 to 340 persons.
Regarding the boat trip activity, the analysis was further divided into three sub-activities, i.e. boat trip for sight-
seeing of livelihood of households along the canal, viewing of fireflies, and sight-seeing of rural life. Their
carrying capacities were between 52 to 79 persons, 55 to 83 persons, and 91 to 130, persons respectively. Given

these cstimations, the overall carrying capacity of the boat trip activity was between 52 to 130 persons.,

Considering homestay and boat trip activities together, the study found that the minimum capacity of
the village in providing ecotourism activity was 52 persons and the maximum capacity was 130 persons. These
indicated that boat trip activity was the binding constraint of the ecotourism activity of the village. The survey

among the affected households revealed also that the figures were highly acceptable.

Since the carrying capacity of homestay activity was much higher than that of the bqat trip activity,
a way to help solve the constraint was to usc means other than boats, such as cars, vans and small trucks, to
transport tourists to the homestays. It is reccommended also that other new activities not requiring any boat trip -
should be introduced. On the other hand, ways should be sought to increase the carrying capacity of the boat
trip activity such as using bigger sizc boats, increase the number of boats, or increase the frequency of boat
trips. Tour operators should organizc tour groups such that tourists should fill up the boat as much as possiblc.
Local organizations should be taught to keep records of tourists to provide data for making better decisions in
the futurc. Carrying capacity bascd on biological consideration of fireflies, local plants and animals should also

be done in the fulure
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