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The objectives of this rescarch were to analyze the diversity of recreation activities, reercation motivation,
and recreation experience ol people who visited nature-based recreation arcas in Thailand and 1o test the relationship
between the activities, motivation, and experience with type of reercation areas. Data were collected from 1,062
visitors to 9 types of nature-based recreation arcas including island, beach, waterfall, cave, river, viewpoint, nature-
trail, gcomorphology site, and hot spring. The total number of sample sites was 18; 2 sites for cach type of recreation

arcas. The survey data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, Factor Analysis, and Discriminant Analysis.

The study found that most visitors engaged in 4 recreation activities. Factor analysis found that 51 items of’
recreation motivation could be grouped into 6 groups including 1) the motivation for personal and spiritual
development; 2) motivation for nature experiencing and learning; 3) motivation for physical development: 4)
maotivation for social bonding; 5) motivation for escaping from routine; and 6) motivation for salety and comfort.
The 6 factors accounted for 52.35% of variance in recreation motivation. The analysis found that 53 items of
reereation experience could be grouped into 5 groups including 1) experience in being with nature; 2) experience in
physical development; 3) experience in social interaction: 4) experience in being independence and spiritual
development; and 5) experience in adapting into new environment. The § factors accounted tor 47.46% of variance
in recreation experience. Discriminant analysis found that recreation activities, recreation motivation, and recreation
experience significantly correlated with type of recreation arcas (Xz =681.10: Sig = 0.000; Canonical Correlation =
(0.54). This study suggested that the recreation opportunity spectrum of nature-based recreation arcas in Thailand
should be classified into lower number of spectrum than the number within the system developed in north Americas

due to the lower level of reereation diversity within the country.
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