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Sarana Lopsoontorn 2006: Visitor’s Opinion Towards Tourism in Wildlife Sanctuaries :

A Case Study of Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary, Tak Province. Master of Science (Parks and
Recreation), Major Field: Parks and Recreation, Department of Conservation. Thesis Advisor:
Assistant Professor Surachet Chettamart, M.S. 119 pages.

ISBN 974-16-2658-4

The objectives of this study were to investigate the visitors’ characteristics and their
opinion towards tourism in wildlife sanctuaries, and then to compare the differences between
visitors” opinion towards tourism in wildlife sanctuaries based upon their different background.
The study was carried out at Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary by using a survey questionnairc to
collect data from 400 visitor samples. Descriptive statistics was employed to analyze the
visitors’ background and opinion, and t-test and F-test were used for hypothesis testing at

statistical significance level of 0.05.

The results showed that a majority of sample visitors was female. Their average age
was at 30.68 years. They were mostly college graduates and holding a job with private
enterprise with an average income of 19,705.48 baht per month. A majority of them were
from Bangkok and made this first visit to have the first-hand experience with the renowned
Thilorsue Falls in Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary. They were travelling in friendship group
comprising 9.15 persons in average. Most visitors spent at least 1 night within the arca. The
results also revealed that a majority of visitors was somewhat knowledgeable about wildlife
sanctuaries and relatively satisfied with the visit. They tended to agree on having tourism in
Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary at a moderate level (3.191 average score). As for hypothesis
testing, the results showed that there werc 3 variables that constituted differences in visitors’
opinion towards tourism in Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary. Those variables included modes of
transport ([ = 7.394; Sig = 0.001), number of activities participated (F = 7.895; Sig = 0.000) and

knowledge on wildlife sanctuaries (t = 0.904; Sig = 0.030).

Sarana  Lopsoontorn
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