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Sanya Ratanapaiwong 2006: The Opinion of Foreign Tourists towards Muay Thai
Viewing. Master of Arts (Physical Education), Major Field: Physical Education,
Department of Physical Education. Thesis Advisor: Mr. Dejsak Chansawas, M.B.S.
99 pages.

ISBN 974-16-1720-8

The objective of this research was to study the opinion of international and asian tourists

towards Muay Thai viewing.

The sample of this research was divided into two groups which were the group of 150
males and 150 females of international tourists and the group of 150 males and 150 females of

Asian tourists . In conclusion, the sample was totally 600 people.

The instrument used in gathering data developed by the researcher. The statistics that was

used in this research were percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The results were that: the majority of tourists who answered the questionnaires received
general information about Muay Thai from friends, relatives or someone they know. The majority
of tourists who answered the questionnaires have neutral awareness of general knowledge and
history about Muay Thai. The majority of tourists who answered the questionnaires decided to
watch Muay Thai because of the fact that Muay Thai is an interesting martial art, it is a good
exercisc and can build up body strength, it could be developed to an international level and body
weapon fighting is their favorite. Comparing the opinion of Asian male and female tourists, they
had difference statistically significant on media channel to receive general information about
Muay Thai, on general knowledge and history about Muay Thai, on the opinion towards the
decision of Muay Thai viewing and on the value and personal opinion after watching Muay Thai.
At the same way, the opinion of international male and female tourists was also different on those
items. On the other hand, the comparison of the opinion between international and Asian male

tourists was not different at 0.5 level.
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Questionnaire for research

Subject: The Opinion of Foreign Tourists towards Muay Thai Viewing

Instruction :

1. This questionnaire’s objective is to study the opinion of foreign tourists towards Muay
Thai viewing. The data collected from this questionnaire will be useful for Muay Thai sport and

for its development to international standard.

2. There are two parts in this questionnaire.

Part 1 Personal data of the tourist

Part 2 Opinion of the tourists towards Muay Thai viewing on the following aspects;
- Media Channel to receive general information about Muay Thai
- General knowledge and history about Muay Thai

= Opinion towards the decision for Muay Thai viewing

The value and personal opinion after watching Muay Thai

Opinion towards service and ambience of the stadium
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Part 1 Personal data of the tourist

Instruction: Please tick v in the () of your choice.

1. Gender
() male () female

2. Age
() under 20 years old ( )20-25years old
( )26 —-30 years old ( )31-35 yearsold
()36 —40 years old () over 40 years old

3. Marital Status

() married () single
() divorced () widower
() ORCTS. eeeeeee

4. Country of residence.............ccoveiviiiiiiiiiiiiininn...

5. Reason for coming to Thailand

() Business or Trading () Travelling
() Visiting families or friends () Educational purposes
() OB ROTS ettt

6. Educational level

() High school () Bachelor s Degree
() Master 's Degree (' ) Doctoral Degree
() O RS et

7. Average yearly income
() less than $US 24,999 () $US 25,000 — 49,999

() over $US 50,000
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Part 2 Opinions of the tourists towards Muay Thai viewing on these following aspects;

=  Media Channels to receive general information about Muay Thai
- General knowledge and history about Muay Thai

- Opinion towards the decision for Muay Thai viewing

= The value and personal opinion after watching Muay Thai

= Opinion towards service and ambience of the stadium

Example:

00 : Opinion towards the decision for Muay Thai viewing

Instruction: Please tick ‘/in the box of your opinion.

Lo Level of agreement
Opinion
Strongly Strongly
Items tOW_ardS the disagree | neutral agree
decision for disagree agree
Muay Thai viewing (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Decision based on the
v
0 fact that you like R
Muay Thai.

Description : From the example of the item number 0, the interviewer checked the box
of number 5 for the level of agreement to give personal opinion about the decision of Muay Thai

viewing. That means the interviewer chooses to watch Muay Thai because he/she likes it a lot.
1. Media Channels to receive general information about Muay Thai

Instruction: Please tick ‘/in the box of your relative frequency to receive general

information about Muay Thai from each kind of media channel.
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Frequency of receiving information

Items Media channel Sometimes | Often Usually | Always
Never
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

1 from Internet | .0 i s e e
2 from television | .0 i s e e,
3 fromradio | L0 s s e,
4 from newspaper | oo s e i e
5 from magazines | ..o s e i e,
6 from textbooks | oo L s e,
7 from friends, relatives

or someone you know | ......... Lin 0 ien s e,
8 from exhibitions | ... L s e e
9 from Muay Thai

COMPEtitions | Liiiiie i i e e
10 from traveling

advertisements

2. General knowledge and history about Muay Thai

Instruction: Please tick ‘/in the box of general knowledge and history about Muay

Thai. Are you aware of these following items? The numbers represent:

5 You strongly aware of the statement.
4 You somewhat aware of the statement

3 You neither aware nor unaware of the statement

2 You somewhat unaware of the statement

1  You strongly unaware of the statement




93

Level of your awareness

General knowledge and history | Strongly Strongly
Items unaware | neutral | aware
about Muay Thai unaware aware
(1) (2) (3) | (4) (5)
1 | Thais created Muay Thai. | .....o. coiiiiis i e e,
2 | Muay Thai is also an important | .........  ...ocii iiiiinn e e,
part of the Thai prestige culture.
3 | Muay Thai is the national art ~ |......... ... i e e
form of self-defense.
4 | Body strength, fists, elbows,
knees and feet are the Muay — |.........  ....ooh iien eiiieees e
Thai’s weapons.
5 | Muay Thai wasonce used t0  [.....cco. ciiiiiit diiiiies i e,

10

defend Thailand’s democracy.
Nai Khanom Tom is The Father
of Muay Thai.

Prior to learning Muay Thai, the
“Wai Kru” ceremony is a must.
“Wai Kru” is a very respectful
part of the fight where the boxers
pray for their country, the
monarchy, masters, teachers and
also their parents.

“Wai Kru” has various kinds of
steps and styles concerning the
Thai prestige traditions, ways of
life and Thai culture.

Using fists, elbows, knees and
feet in the fight names each have

individual of it.
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Opinion towards the decision for Muay Thai viewing

Instruction: Please tick \/in the box of your reason to make the decision for Muay

Thai viewing. Why do you make a decision to watch Muay Thai?

The numbers represent:

5
4

You strongly agree with the statement.
You somewhat agree with the statement

You neither agree nor disagree with the statement

You somewhat disagree with the statement

You strongly disagree with the statement

Items

Level of agreement

Your reason to make a decision
to watch

Muay Thai

Strongly

disagree

disagree

neutral

agree

Strongly

agree

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Decision based on the fact that
Muay Thai is a kind of sport.
Decision based on the fact that it
is a good exercise and can build
up body strength.

Decision based on the fact that
it’s an interesting martial art.
Decision based on the fact that
“Wai Kru” ceremony is such a
beautiful part of this kind of the
art form.

Decision based on the fact that
learning how to use fists, elbows,
knees and feet in self-defense is

your interest.
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Items

Your reason to make a decision
to watch

Muay Thai

Level of agreement

Strongly

disagree

disagree | neutral agree

Strongly

agree

(1)

(2) (4)

(5)

10

11

12

13

Decision based on the fact that
learning Muay Thai history is your
interest.

Decision based on the fact that
learning Thailand’s national
martial art is your interest.
Decision based on the fact that
respectively studying Muay Thai
can continue this world heritage
from generation to generation is
your interest.

Decision based on the fact that
Muay Thai is a kind of fight that
can protect countries.

Decision based on the fact that
bare-hand fighting is your
favorite.

Decision based on the fact that
body-weapon fighting is your
favorite.

Decision based on the fact that the
fight’s dominance is all about
body-weapon’s strength.
Decision based on the fact that
Muay Thai is also a kind of

entertaining sport.
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Items

Your reason to make a decision
to watch

Muay Thai

Level of agreement

Strongly

disagree

disagree

neutral

agree

Strongly

agree

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Decision based on the fact that you
would like to get educated in order
to joint the amateur Muay Thai
boxing competitions.

Decision based on the fact that you
would like to get educated in order
to join the professional Muay Thai
boxing competitions.

Decision based on the fact that you
would like to get educated in order
to organize matches and become a
Muay Thai boxing promoter.
Decision based on the fact that you
would like to get educated in order
to have a business about Muay Thai
in your own country.

Decision based on the fact that you
are looking for some local talents to
fight abroad.

Decision based on the fact that you
are looking for Muay Thai trainers
to teach Muay Thai abroad.
Decision based on the fact that

gambling is your interest.




4. The value and personal opinion after watching Muay Thai
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Instruction: Please tick ‘/in the box of your opinion about the value and other ideas

after watching Muay Thai. What do you think after watching Muay Thai?

Items

Your opinion after watching
Muay Thai

Level of agreement

Strongly Strongl
disagree neutral | agree
disagree y agree
(1) (2) (3) | (4) | (5)

10

Muay Thai is a super
kind of fighting.
Muay Thai is also a marvelous

art form.

Muay Thai can be one of the
good careers for people.

Muay Thai can improve your
body-strength.

Muay Thai can be developed to
the international standard level.
You want to learn more so that
you can exercise.

You want to learn more for
reasons of self-defense.

You want to learn more to
become a professional Muay
Thai boxer.

You want to learn more to do

some business regarding Muay

Thai boxing.

Muay Thai is a self-defense sport.




5. Opinion towards service and ambience of the Lumpini stadium
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Instruction: Please tick ‘/in the box of your opinion about service and ambience of

the Rajdumnern stadium . How do you feel about the service and ambience of the stadium?

Level of opinion

Need

Ttems Poor Fair Good | Excellent
Your opinion towards service |[TIPrOVE
and ambience of the stadium nent
(1) (2) | (3) | (4) (5)

1 | The convenience of getting to | .......... coiiiiiit it e e
the stadium

2 | Service from guides and tour | .......... ciiiih eieiie e e
companies

3 | Reception and hospitality of the | .......... ... i e e
stadium’ s staff

4 | Service at the premises; well- | .......... Ll i i e
organized seats

5 | Air-controlled system and the | .......... ... e e e
quantity of the crowd

6 | Cleanness of the stadium | ... i i i e

7 | Security system | Liiiiiiiin i e e e

8 | The reasonable prices for food | .......... b i e e
and drinks

9 | Service of the bar boys | coociih i e e e

10 | The beauty and the world | ... ol i e

standard of the stadium
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