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Community~based ecotourism is widely regarded as an important tool for conserving natural
resources, culture and environment and that the same time generating economic benefits to local
community if properly managed. This study aimed to investigate the readiness of financial investment
and service provided for ecotourism, benefit-cost analysis and financial feasibility study of
community-based ecotourism at Ban Thung Soong. The questionnaire was constructed using an
accidental sampling procedure of sample size 52 for domestic tourists and 48 for foreigner tourists.
Survey also included 143 households that likely to participate in ecotourism in the village. The
financial analysis used Net Present Value (NPV) and Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) with discount rate at

8% and project life time of 15 years.

The result of financial feasibility shows that option 1 (the tourist all year round) receives
NPV = 4,090,018.44 bath and BCR = 2.33, option 2 (the tourist to be difference high and low
season) NPV = 3,148,343.43 bath and BCR = 2.25, option 3 (the tourist to single out high season)
NPV = 1,840,952.85 bath and BCR = 2.05. All three options are profitable because the NPV > 0

and BCR > 1. BCR is high because of the investment cost is subsidized by the government. The

result of Switching Value Test (SVT) shows that option 1 receives SVT, = 57.12% and SVT.
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133.22%, option 2 SVT, = 55.55% and SVT, = 124.97%, option 3 SVT, = 51.19% and SVT,
104.88%. All options are low risk on investment. The result indicates a high potential of financial

investment and should be supported in the community.

Several suggestions are made to improve ecotourism financial management at Ban Thung
Soong : higher guide service charge for foreigner than Thai tourists should be proposed ; Profit gained
from tourism activities contributed to ecotourism organization should go to management operation ;
English language training as well as tourism service skill improvement should be provided and

community must manage ecotourism business seriously.
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