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The objectives of this research were to study perception and behavior related to
environmental impacts of tourism of tourists and tourism entrepreneurs at Koh Samet, Rayong
Province and to determine factors affecting their perception and behavior. The study sampled
consisted of 400 tourists and 48 tourism entrepreneurs. Questionnaire was used in data
collection. The researcher used descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and multiple

regression analysis in data analysis and testing research hypothesis.

The study found that most tourists perceived that environmental impacts of tourism
was high while most tourism entrepreneurs perceived that they were moderate. Both tourists
and tourism entrepreneurs maintained moderate level of environmentally related behaviors.
Multiple regression analysis found that length of stay, value on environmental conservation and
knowledge about environment significantly influenced tourists' perception (Beta were —-0.11.
0.10, 0.13 respectively). while only two variables, place of residence and knowledge about
environment. significantly influenced perception of tourism entrepreneurs (Beta were -0.31 and
0.39 respectively). Income and knowledge about environment significantly influenced tourists'
behaviors (Beta were 0.14 and 0.09 respectively), while none of the independent variables
significantly influenced behavior of tourism entrepreneurs. Correlation analysis found that there
was significant relationship between perception and behavior of tourists but the strength of the
refationship was weak (r = 0.10; sig. 0.05L However the relationship between perception and

behavior of tourism entrepreneurs was not significant.
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