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The objectives of this study were to analyze ecotourism potential of Khao Phuluang
Forest in Changwat Nakhon Ratchasima and to investigate background of tourists who visited
the site, pattern of recreation activities, knowledge, satisfaction, and need of tourists for
activities and services related to ecotourism at Khao Phuluang Forest Project Station. The
study divided into two parts. The first part were site analysis and inventory focusing on
richness of plant community, wildlife sighting opportunity, area uniqueness, suitability for
certain type of recreation activities, accessibility, connection of the site to others, safety, and
interpretive significance of the site. The second part was tourist survey. One hundred fourty-
two tourists were sampled. The data from both parts were analyzed by descriptive statistics.
The ecotourism potential was determined by weighting score equation. Hypotheses related to

tourist’s satisfaction were tested by F-test.

It was found that Khao Phuluang Forest has high ecotourism potential for both its area
and services provided to tourists that determined by tourist’s satisfaction. The potential score
of the area was 3.74 and the score of services was 4.26 . Hypotheses testing revealed that
tourists who had different objectives or motivations in visiting the site and those who had
differences in party size and group type had significantly differences in satisfaction. Most
tourists had high level of knowledge and understanding about ecotourism that helped

enhancing ecotourism potential of the area at large.
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