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The objective of this survey research is to investigate the readiness for the development of the
areas surrounding the Pasak Jolasid Dam for ecotourism. The study area covers five sub-districts in a
five-kilometer radius from the road encircling the reservoir. Readiness factors are classified into three
groups: the area, the local people, and the tourist. Factors concerning the area cover six variables: the
scenery, the local culture, landuse, accessibility, linkages with nearby attractions and local souvenirs.
Questionnaires were administered to 365 samples among the local people. Another 100 were

administered to 100 tourists at the Dam.

Research results reveal the differences in readiness within the five sub-districts under study.
Tambon Khok Salung has the highest readiness in terns of area. It has beautiful scenery, is a cultural
hearth, and has intcresting local souvenirs. In Tambon Nong Bua, the only village suitable to be
developed as a tourist artraction is Ban Khao Phra with beatiful scenery and excellent accessibility by
being closest to the Dam’s central office. Ban Tha Rit in Tambon Wang Muang has beautiful scenery
and well-known local souvenirs. Tambon Manao Wan also has beautiful scenery and is near other
interesting tourist attractions. Tambon Kaeng Phak Kud has the lowest readiness, however. Local
people have similar opinion towards tourist information perception, have low local participation, have
positive opinion towards ecotourism development but lack understanding and knowledge in some of its
aspects. As for the tourists, they were mostly interested in sight-seeing around the Dam. Some of the

tourists expressed interest in cycling, cultural tour, and local souvenirs.

In sum, the area surrounding the Pasak Jolasid Dam is ready to be developed for ecotourism.
Its beautiful scenery, cultural hearth, interesting local souvenirs, and several near-by tourist attractions
all contribute towards such readiness. Local inhabitants have positive perception regarding ecotourism
development but should be more informed about ecotourism in order to have correct understanding
about it. Moreover, they should be encouraged to have more participation in the local matters that

would lead to more benefit to the local areas from ecotourism.
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