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Songlak Tuntipornwanichkul 2011: Livelihood Changes by Tourism Development in
Tambon Amphawa, Changwat Samut Songkhram. Master of Science (Sustainable Land
Use and Natural Resource Management), Major Field: Sustainable Land Use and Natural
Resource Management, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. Thesis Advisor:

Ms. Puntip Jongkroy, Ph.D. 112 pages.

The research objectives were to 1) to monitor in land use changes , settlement pattern and
migration of households, 2) explore the shifts in occupation and household income and 3) explore changes
of social identification and the characteristics social relationship in Amphawa community. The field
techniques applied are direct field survey, map readings and aerial photos interpretation, semi-structured
interviews with key informants, structured interviews with 120 households and participatory observation.

To analyze, content analysis and descriptive statistics were used.

It was found that tourism development has had impacts on the changes of household
livelihoods in Tambon Amphawa towards ‘de-agrarianization process’ in which the uses of
residential plot are nowadays mixed with tourist-related activities such as homestay and trading
whereas river- and road-linear settlements remained the major patterns of settlement in Amphawa.
Most households are domiciled in Tambon Amphawa and have never migrated. Moreover, tourism
development has influenced 41 percent of respondents to change their occupational to non-farm
activities. Samples that earned income from additional occupation have increased significantly. As
a result, the proportion of income from non-farm sources has reached 60 percent of household
income. Resulted by these changes, 57 of former farmers do not consider themselves ‘farmer’ any
longer. Besides, it was found that most respondents neglected to participate in community
activities. As there is a tendency that Amphawa has moved towards ‘de-agrarianization process’
which lessen its prominent features for tourism development; the process would have a negative effects on
Amphawa tourism development in the future. Therefore, relevant organizations should find out a guideline
for tourism development that brings about sustainability of household livelihoods in agrarian society like

Amphawa community.

Student’s signature Thesis Advisor’s signature
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