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Wisanu Sothana, Lieutenant Junior Grade 2009: Approach for Ecotourism Development
in Mangrove Area at Bang Ta Boon Estuary, Phetchaburi Province. Master of Science
(Resource Management), Major Field: Resource Management, Interdisciplinary Graduate

Program. Thesis Advisor: Associate Professor Apiwan Kamlang-ek, M.A. 114 pages.

The objectives of this study were to assess the potential of mangrove resources in ecotourism
and define the opinions for ecotourism development in mangrove area at Bang Ta Boon estuary. It
covered 3 villages of Bang Ta Boon sub - district. Data collection was done by surveying the study
area and interviewing a total of 139 samples including the leaders of local people, representatives of
local government organizations and tourists. Data analysis was by using the weighting score method

and simple descriptive statistics as frequencies, mean and percentage.

The assess results found that the potential of mangrove resources (at Bang Ta Boon) in
ecotourism are at a medium level. The high level of potential indicating factors was area safety and

good climate. The another potential indicating factors remained at medium level.

The suitable ecotourism activities in the study area was boat sight-seeing around mangrove
area, planting of mangrove trees, local seafood lunch, visit arkshell and sea mussel farming, visit
production of mangrove charcoal and cannuing and sight-seeing around mangrove area. Moreover, it
is found that the samples require to develop ecotourism (97.06%) because it will make the local people
earn more income. The concerned organizations should support the training of ecotourism
management (76.47 %) and develop a tourist information center early (85.29 %). Then they require to
establish a local people’s organization for ecotourism administration that a positive community - base
for ecotourism (82.35%). However, they were worried about increases of rubbish and pollution

(79.41%).
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