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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study way of life changes and the
impacts of tourism and socio — economic cultural changes of Tambon Nongbua, Amphoe
Phurua , Changwat Loei. This study was dominantly qualitative research. The key
informants consisted of 35 socio — cultural leaders and government officers, 123 heads of
households and tourist businessmen , 15 tourists and 10 young people in the community.
Data were collected through fieldwork by structured and wunstructured interviews ,
participant and non-participant observation and fieldnotes. Interpretive and descriptive
analysis was applied for the data analysis.

The findings revealed that after Purua has been developed as the natural and
agricultural tourism, the way of life of the villagers has been changed. On economic
aspects, there are more occupations according to tourism and the primitive production has
been changed to production for sale. In terms of social aspects,there are more patterns of
committee administration , more nuclear family and kinship while some people have more
personal occupation and they less depend on each other. Besides, higher education has
been more interested and pursued. The villagers have gained more facilities and health
services from the government. There is cultural diffusion on cultural aspects. Eventhough
some customs and beliefs still exist, some components have been modified.

It was also found that there were positive and negative socio — cultural impacts

on tourism. There were new occupations , earning more income , increasing productive



technologies and development , higher product price , investment ability and saving. The
factors were ecology , government promotion and infrastructure improvement. While the
negative economic aspects were higher cost of living , higher price of land , less land
ownership , labour migration and forest squatters. The factors were the government policy ,
the tourism development and the numbers of tourists. Moreover , the positive social
impacts were less unemployment , more convenient communication , local growth ,
participation in development , more community business group , unity , gaining information ,
gaining more knowledge , better thinking , social order and education. The factors were the
government policy , communication and occupation promotion. However , the negative social
impacts were less relationship between family and Kkinship because of earning more
income and higher cost of living. Furthermore , the positive cultural impacts were higher
occupation enthusiasm , natural conservation , development of thinking and tourism festival.
The factor was higher education attainment. While the negative cultural impacts were the
diffusion of culture , social value changes of dressing , language , beliefs and traditional
customs. But the respects on Chao Por Praya Sritone has been their local ancestor
wisdom which represents the power of unity for strengthening the community
development.

It was also found that the usefulness of tourism development was to strengthen
the community. The development of occupation by applying local wisdom as well as the

better understanding of local arts and culture should be promoted.



