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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to: 1) survey community needs concerning
the contents of English for local tourism textbook, and 2) to construct an English for local
tourism textbook used as an additional resource for the English for communication course
for the 3" year vocational certificated students at Chum Phae Industrial and Community
Education College in Khoon Kaen province. The subjects for the studies were divided
into 2 groups. The first group was to be administrated in order to obtain community needs
which comprised 142 representatives (2 teachers of English and 40 students from the year
3" year level of the Chum Phae Industrial and Community Education College and 100
local tourism stakeholders from 10 sectors in the community). The second group was
students and teachers who were to use the textbook. This group was to be selected in
order to check and confirm the quality and suitability of the constructed textbook which
comprised 5 teachers of English and 11 students from the Chum Phae Industrial and
Community Education College. Three types of research tools were designed for the
studies: 1) a community need survey form, 2) a text book draft, and 3) the text book
quality and suitability check form. The obtained quantitative data were analyzed by the
percentage, means, and standard deviation. The qualitative data were analyzed on basis of
the content analysis. The results of the study were as follows:

1) From the community needs’ survey of 9 topics and 68 subtopics related to local
tourism in Chum Phae, Phu Phamaan, and Khon Sarn districts, the studies found that each
topic was selected between the range of 69.0% - 43.6%. The top three selected items
were: 1) basic information about tourist attractions in the areas (69.0%) and direction
services (64.8%), 2) tourist attractions at the Thung Kramang (66.2%) and the bat cave in
Phu Phamann (65.5%), and 3) local hand woven silks (63.4%). The item with the fewest
selection was the local tradition of merit making called “The Bun Klang Baan”.

2) Content areas acquired from the need surveys were classified into 8 topics and
31 subtopics. All of topics were arranged as the textbook called “Three amazing angel
cities” which was divided into 4 themes and 13 titles.

3) From the quality and suitability check process, the study found that the

textbook quality was holistically and individually rated at the high level (X 4.26). In
addition, the quality of each item was high as well. The top three high rated items were: 1)
the appropriateness of the drills (4.53), 2) the relevance to everyday life usages (4.37), and
3) the relevance to academic concerns (4.30). The lowest rated item, but still at the high
level was the exercise appropriateness (4.03).

4) From the quality and suitability check process by teachers and students, the
study found that the textbook quality was holistically rated at the high level (4.5). In
addition, the quality of each item was rated high as well. The top three high rated items



were: 1) the appropriateness of the drills (4.54), 2) the correctness and clarity of contents
and textbook structures (4.52), and 3) the relevance to everyday life usages (4.51). The
item rated lowest, but still at the high level was the exercise appropriateness (4.47).

5) The final manuscript comprised 4 units. Unit 1 “The background information”
was divided into 4 titles: 1) Nice to meet you, 2) The background information of Chum
Phae, 3) The background information of Phu Pha Maan, and 4) The background information
of Khon Sarn. Unit 2 “The tourist attractions” was divided into 3 titles: 5) Chum Phae tourist
attractions, 6) Phu Pha Maan tourist attractions, and 7) Khon Sarn tourist attractions. Unit 3
“The way of lives” was divided into 3 titles: 8) Beliefs, 9) Trut Thai festival, and 10) Mor
Lam. Lastly, unit 4 “The Uniqueness” was divided into 3 titles : 11) Local foods, 12) Local
products, and 13) Ancient objects.
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Unit 3 The Way of Life

3.2 The Trut Thai Festival

1 Objective: after having studied this, students will be able to give information to tourists on

the Trut Thai festival.

2 Reading Passage: read the passage given, and then do the exercises J

_ @ 2 The Trut Thai Festival at Phu Pha Maan
<

The Trut Thai festival is a tradition of the people
living in Phu Pha Maan and Khon Sarn district. It
is held every New Year celebration. Generally, it is
held for a period of 3 days, from the first to the
third day in the fifth month of the solar year, that

means somewhere around March. s

J

The words “Trut Thai” are from Sanskrit language
and they mean “the beginning of a new solar year”.
Trut Thai is celebrated exclusively in Khon Sarn and

Phu Pha Maan districts. A customary practice

during the festival is for the people to offer food to
the monks; 1t 1s ¢ merit tor o have passed away. On Trut Thai days, the youth,
relatives and friends will also gather at the house of their respected elders and ask for their
forgiveness and blessings. The practice of building a sand stupa at the temple is another
fascinating tradition. This practice originates from the Davaravadhi period (500-1000 A.D.).
People bring small amounts of sand to the temple and build small stupas on the temple ground. It
is believed that each grain of sand represents an apology for a sin. The sand piled up on the
temple grounds will be used later for a landfill. This tradition is thus not only functional, but it is \

also interesting. The real fun will start after merit making. Then people will celebrate by



J

eating, drinking, and relaxing. A special play called “saba” is performed and special food (kua /

neua and kua pla, beef or fish fried in coconut oil) is eaten. The fun event will go on for three )

days and nights, naturally without doing the normal work. It is a good time for a family reunion. )
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3 Vocabulary J

'*’ 3.1 Meaning in Thai: Students can practice finding the meaning of English words in a
dictionary.

1 celebration NMIINAVNADY

2 tradition Uszinal
3 practice miﬂﬁﬁa
4 period 32821901

5 special Y



Y <
6 represent seraa 1M

7 respect NN
. Y o
8 forgiveness M3 1veny
9 blessing M3 ltng
10 merit M3y
11 family reunion MsnauNBeNtu
=
12 atonement M3 lofau

* 3.2 Meaning in English: Students can practice finding the meaning of English words in
English by using a dictionary.
1 celebration (n.) a social gathering or enjoyable activity that people organize
when there is a special event
2 tradition (n.) a belief, custom or way of doing that has been existing for a
long time among a particular group of people
3 practice (n.) a way of doing that is the usual or expected way in

a particular organization or situation

4 period (n.) a length of time

5 special (adj.) not ordinary or usual; different from what is normal

6 represent (v.) to show or describe something or someone

7 respect (v.) politeness, honour and care shown towards someone or

something that is considered important

8 forgiveness (n.) the act of forgiving
9 blessing (n.) God’s help and protection, or a prayer asking for this
10 merit (n.) the quality of being good and of deserving

praise, reward or admiration
11 family reunion (n.) a social occasion or party attended by a group of  family
members who have not seen each other  for a long time
12 atonement (v.) to do something that shows that you are sorry for something

bad that you did in the past



* 3.3 Local terms
1 saba (e121) the local games played during the Trut Thai festival
2 kua neua (S‘%‘/’Jtﬁﬁl) sttir fried beef with coconut oil and various
herbal ingredients

3 kua pla (i‘?f ’Jﬂfﬂ) fried fish with coconut oil and various herbal ingredients

4 Structures J

v . 4 Y .
M35 1% Wh question %9152 N0 VA8 what, where, which, when, why, who, how 11413

9 = @ 1
mumagamamuﬂizmmmﬂ 9

fedailszlan
1 What is the Trut Thai festival?
2 Where is the Trut Thai taking place?
3 When do the people celebrate Trut Thai?
4 Why do they celebrate Trut Thai?

5 How do they celebrate Trut Thai?

5.Practice

5.1 Practice asking and giving information about Thai culture or

festivals with a partner. Follow the example below

I/ Example 1 \\

A: When was the last time your family get together for a celebration?

B: On New Year’s Day.
A: What did you do?

B: Last year we cooked and then went out for dinner on the beach with

my relatives.

~—



Example 2

A: What is the Trut Thai festival?

B: It is the New Year celebration of the people of Phu Pha Marn.

A: When is it?

B: Itis on Thai New Year, during the first, the second and the third of the fifth

month of the lunar calendar.

Practice this dialogue with your partner

Somsak:
Sunee:

Somsak:

Somsak:

Sunee:
Somsak:
Sunee:

Somsak:

Sunee:

Somsak:

Sunee:
Somsak:
Sunee:

Somsak:

Good after noon, Su, shall we go out tonight?

Wow! What is up?

The time for the Trut Thai festival has arrived.

Sunee:  What is the Trut Thai festival?

It is a traditional event for the people living in Phu Pha Maan and Khon Sarn
districts to celebrate their New Year.

Where do they celebrate this festival?

They always celebrate it in the city centre.

When exactly do they celebrate this festival?

Well, they do so during a full moon on the first, the second and the third of the
fifth month of the lunar calendar .This year it is from 16-18 of March.
Why do they celebrate Trut Thai?

In order to mark the beginning of a new solar Year, and to have a family
Get-together.

That sounds interesting but what special events are there?

Well, they have so-called saba plays as well as a beauty contest.

OK. Take me there at 7.30 please.

Sure! See you then.




5.2 Exercises J

Exercise 1 Answer the following questions about the passages above.

1 What is the Trut Thai festival?

Exercise 2 Matching the vocabulary in column A with its meaning in column B.

A B
............ 1 celebration a. TN
............ 2 tradition b. Mywy
............ 3 practice c. Ul
Y o
............ 4 represent d. mslvieny
Y I
............ 5 respect e Msuaaslvimu
............ 6 forgiveness f. M3l¥ing
. . Y s 9
............ 7 blessing j. PIINAVNNIINLIY
............ 8 merit h MINANNADI
............ 9 family reunion i Uszmal

............ 10 sin j maiia




Exercise 3 Match the word with its English equivalent meaning.

A B
.......... 1 tradition a. a good deed that leads to a future reward
.......... 2 practice b. (formal) the quality of being good and deserving praise
.......... 3 abundance ¢. when there is more than enough of something
.......... 4 respect d. along-established custom or belief passed on from one

generation to another.

.......... 5 merit e. action rather than thoughts or ideas

Keys to the exercises J

Exercise 1 Answer the following questions about the passages above.
1 What is the Trut Thai festival?
It is a tradition of celebrating the New Year.
2 Why is it important?
Because it marks the beginning of the year and it is the time for
family reunions.
3 When exactly do people celebrate Trut Thai?
During a full moon night around March.
4 How long does it last?
It will go on for three days and nights.
5 Where is the celebration?

In Khon Sarn and Phu Pha Marn districts.




Exercise 2 Matching vocabulary in column A with its meaning in column B.

A B
...... h......1 celebration a. TN
...... i......2 tradition b. My
...... j......3 practice c. 11U
...... e......4 represent d. m3liesy
...... a......5 respect e m3uaaaliviy
...... d......6 forgiveness £, mM3lvng
...... f......7 blessing o MIndn@euthu
...... b......8 merit h MIRANRADI
...... g......9 family reunion i Ysznal
...... c......10 sin j miﬂﬁﬁa

Exercise 3 Match the word with its English equivalent meaning.

A B
...d....1 tradition a. a good deed that leads to a future reward
...e....2 practice b. (formal) the quality of being good and deserving praise
...c....3 abundance ¢. when there is more than enough of something
...a....4 respect d. along-established custom or belief passed on from one

generation to another

...b....5 merit e. action rather than thoughts or ideas



6. Production and Evaluation (10 marks)J

Instruction: Prepare a dialogue asking and giving information about local traditions that
you know of, for example Buddhist Lent, Songkran festival, or Visaka Bucha day, and then role
play it with your partner. (Clue)

A: What is Songkran Festivel?
it is the tradition Thai New year’s celebration.
when we do celebrate in Songkran Festivel?
on 13- April.

How long do we celebrate in Songkran Festivel?

For 3 days usually from 13-15 April.

Why is Songkrant celebrated?

To make the beginging of a new solar year.

where do Thai people celebrate the Songkran Festivel?
In very provinve of Thaialnd?

what are you going to do on songkran?\

A S S A - - e

I’m planning to sleep for 3 days.
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