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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study general information and tourism in Thali, Loei
2) study factors that affect tourism in Thali, Loei 3) study the potentiality to create
sustainable tourism in Thali, Loei 4) provide a guideline for developing sustainable
tourism in Thali, Loei 5) provide suggested tourist routes between Thali, Loei and Laos.
Data in this research were collected from various participants as follows: the Tourist
Authority in Loei, sub-district administration organizations, Phu-Yai-Ban (the headmen of
villages), Kamnan (elected officials who look after people in districts), local philosophers,
teachers, students, travel agents, local seller, drivers, and people in Thali. The research
combined 3 research methods: a qualitative research method, a participative action
research method and a qualitative data collection method. Many data collection tools and
activities were employed including questionnaires, topics for group interview, in-depth
interviews, workshops, observations with or without an involvement, document study,
quantitative data analysis, qualitative data analysis with data triangulation.

“The results are summarized in different fields. In the field of tourism condition,
this research found that. Thali was being promoted to be one of the tourist places, which
offered 3 types of attraction: unspoiled nature, art and culture, and its history. Different
areas in Thali were preparing to venue tourist activities that demonstrate their relationship
with religion, their ways of life, and customs and traditions. Each area will be managed by
the sub-district administration organization within that area, that holds key responsibility
in improving and arranging activities in the community in order to improve natural
philosophical resources by using an involvement of people in the community through
community meeting to share opinions, develop plans and evaluation of activities.

In the field of factors that affect tourism, this research found that there are 5
factors that affect tourism (1) Thali’s geography reflects its physical diversity that
combines mountains, valleys, and river basin; (2) Convenience for traveling: Thali can be
reached by road from different locations, for example, other districts in Loei, other
provinces, and Laos; (3) Unique traditions and festivals, for example, Hae-Ton-Dok-Mai
Festival, the tradition boat racing between Thali and Laos; (4) An involvement of people in
brainstorming, strategic development, implementation and evaluation; and (5) Good
management that emphasizes participation of local people and their leaders.

In the field of tourism capacity, the research found that Thali can play an important
role in tourism due to (1) its diversity in tourist attractions, such as water fall, islet
monastery, pagoda, community forest, bridge, way of life, culture and geography; (2) its
uniqueness, diversity and completeness of tourist resources; (3) divergent and intriguing
tourism activities; (4) well support from local people for tourist operations; and (5)
people’s understanding of roles (to learn and follow).

In the field of sustainable tourism, this research found that (1) tourism has to be
organized and manage by local people; (2) people have to be trained in tourism and
management; (3) financial and other support is required to help create tourism activities
and learning; (4) people should be encouraged to realize the important of natural resources
and the knowledge asset in their communities; and (5) existing and new tourist places have
to be improved to reach satisfied quality.

In the field of network and cooperation, this research found that various support
from private and governmental organizations are dispensable, especially in advertising
tourist places to public.
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In the field of tourist routes, the research found that tourist routes can be arranged
in 3 ways (1) the route from Ban Buag-Ang to the Friendship Bridge; (2) the route from
Ban Buag-Ang to the Friendship Bridge (can access Huay-Kai water fall); and 3) the route
from Nam-Kam to Chiang-Kan. Moreover, the route to Laos can be established in 3 ways
(1) the route from Thali to duty-free shops in Laos; (2) The route from Thali to Muang-
Taw in Laos; (3) the route from Thali to LuangPraBang.
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