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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the following: 1) recrcational
activities in Mon Phrayachae forest park; 2) impact of recreational activities towards the forest
park informed by respondents; and 3) a comparative study on recreational activities affecting the
environmental, social, and economic aspects as perceived by 10 Mon Phrayachae forest park
staff, the president, and the administrative community committee from 3 villages — 8 people each.
Also, 10 staff of Phichai sub-district administration, Muang district, Lampang province were
included as respondents in this study. The study focused on integration in a community level.
Interview schedule was used as a tool for data collection. This was done through group discussion
and observation.

Results of the study revealed that trekking tour and overnight camping activities
effected the conciousness on the conservation of national resources and environment. Also, the
appearance and propagation of wildlife and flora had changed in positive way. However, it was
found that there was no change of the density of cover plants and the varieties of plants. In the
case of the impact of recreational and ecotourism activities, it was found that trckking tour and
overnight camping had a positive influence on the unity of the community. That was, local people
had more income and the price of their land was higher than before. Whereas, there were more
crimes than before. Lastly, it was also found that the respondents had agreed on recreational and

ecotourism activities affecting national environment rather than social and economic aspects.





