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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to investigate the following: 1) the personal and
socio-economic characteristics of the respondents and Ban Huai Pong community; 2) tourism
resources on social, traditional, cultural, custom, ways of life and natural resources in Ban Huai
Pong community. 3) analysis on the potential of tourism resources using the principle of TOWS
ANALYSIS in order to identify market poisitioning on tourism management by Ban Huai Pong
community. Data collection were conducted by interviewing, observing and field trip recording
during September, 2006 — June, 2007. Result of the study was presented by describing.

Results of the study revealed that majority of the respondents were male, aged
43 years on average, and married. They finished upper elementary school level. Their career was
agriculture with an annual income of 56,764.70 bath. The respondents in this study had attended
training two times on average.

It was found that Ban Huai Pong community was a Karen-Sakaw village which
has been settled over 60 years. It was a forest community situated on the foot of the hill. The
majority of people there did subsistence farming. Natural tourism resources of the community
were mixed deciduous forest having natural fountain and Mae Pham reservoir which was an
important the water source for agriculture. According to tourism resource on social and traditional
aspects, tourism resource that human beings created was city stone pillar of thousand years old
which has its long interesting history. Important culture and tradition of Ban Huai Pong
community were the spiritual feeding of Phee-Pu-Ya, wedding ceremony, beautiful cloth weaving
by waist which was unique and famous. Beautiful cultural show accompanying local music were

Fon Jemg dance, Glad and welcome Brother performance. Besides, there were Ban Huai Pong
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Cultural Community Center and herbal garden which reflected folk wisdom on health care of the
community.

Based on the TOWS ANALYSIS, the study found that the strength and threat
points of tourism resources effected Ban Huai Pong Community in a moderate level. The
weakness and opportunity potentially affected the community in a high level. Based on weight
mean value of each aspect, the market positioning of Ban Huai Pong Community fell in the
weakness level with an opportunity or WO. When it was shown in the TOWS Matrix, an
important strategy establishment was to the use of the opportunity which was expected to be
happened to solve the weakness point. This strategy was referred to as the strategy to accelerate

development. W+0O included market penetration, market development, and product development.



