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Abstract

This research aimed to investigate and establish the natural resources and
relevant culture that can be potentials in developing the ecotourism in Mae Ram
community. Developing the ecotourism potentials by using the natural resources and
culture of the community as development base can be done by establishing a tourism
services center as data base of the community. In order to achieve the goals of this
research, the research team used methods of qualitative research and participatory
action research (PAR) in order that the people or members of the community together
with the research team have exchange of ideas, evaluate problems, and study the
guidelines to solutions to the problems. Thus, the metheds and preocedures in leading
the natural resources and culture of the community be as base for the development of
tourism in Mae Ram community prepared the people in having participatory roles in the
activities called: “Appreciation-Influence-Control (AIC) which gave opportunities to have
exchange of knowledge, experience, and updated news that would lead to the
understanding of the problems, limitations, needs, and potentials of those involved /
stakeholders which can be applied in solving problems and set the guigelines in the
tourism development of Mae Ram community.

Results of the study/research showed that after the analyses of natural resources
cooperatively with the sample group, the resources chosen to be used as base for
tourism development of Mae Ram community were natural and cultural tourism
resources as shown by holding tourism activities in Mag Ram community as follows: 1)
activities on learning culture and local traditions, 2) activities on observing way of life on
farming, 3} activiies on natural tourism, 4) activities on participatory roles in the
community. For tourism development in Mae Ram community its human resource can be
developed as the potentials of the community on tourism in the community and was able
to set up a group called “tourism group in Mae Ram community” by having a working
committee after the selection according to various categories assigned with
functions/duties able to seek guideiine in organizing procedure for learning by
organizing training courses as follows: 1) project on training on ecoctourism and

community development and 2} project on training on local tourist guides. Organizing



AIC for conducting a practical meeting that gives opportunities to members in the
meeting have an exchange of knowledge and experience and update news which all
lead to understanding the problems, limitations, needs, and potentials of all those
concerned and applicable to solving the probiems and setting guidelines in the tourism
development of Mae Ram community.

The locals in Mae ram community surveyed and selected the place with
potentials for development to be tourism service center together with the community
committee which is in the vicinity of former cemmunity culture. Improving the place
selected to be tourism service center or visitor center in the Mae Ram community also
served as coordinating center for activities and center for information for tourism
destinations, local wisdom of Mae Ram community. Thus, this allowed seeing the
potentials of the people of Mae Ram community in community development by having
the participation of the people in every step of the procedure that will bring about a

strong community using tourism mainly for sustainable community development onward.
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