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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate how minorities in Baan Pang
Daeng Nai Village used cultural tourism to bargain authority for their social space and also, to
learn the adaption process of Dara-Aung people in Pang Daeng Nai community by converting
their own culture as cultural tourism activity. Experimental tools included a random sampling of
20 permanent residents in Baan Pang Daeng Nai Village, Moo 9, Tambon Chiang Dao, Chiang
Dao district, Chiang Mai province.

Results of the study found that Baan Pang Daeng Nai residents were able to use
cultural tourism as bargaining tool in accessing tourists through knowledge and understanding of
the Palong tribal culture. In response to the needs of the tourist, Dara-Aung people learnt that they
must conserve the value of their culture while converting it into tourism product in the
community through the dissemination of their traditions and ceremonies. Moreover, the residents
also participated in other activities such as in reforestation, in growing forestry plantations,
having good relationship with forest officials and joining various campaign activities of the
government by displaying their art and culture to the public. By sharing their culture to the rest of
the society, they were able to create their own social area and the residents had the opportunity to
establish official agreement with the government in looking afier the forest and enabling the
comrmnunity to elassify the forest into community forest, utility forcst and ritual forest. Together,
they agreed to take care of the watershed forest area in Huay Hok village. The community
decided also to participate in forest management and even had the opportunity to train about the
importance of watershed forest. The community had presented itself as no-drug community by

campaigning to residents to quit drugs and gctting involved with opium thus creating better



(6)

bargaining power with the government by allowing the Dara-Aung people to stay in Baan Pang
Daeng Nai Village without any conflict and to receive full Thai nationality.

The residents were also found to take part in tourism managemcnt such as in
cleaning up the village, in improving the landscape for tourists and in practicing village rules to
conserve natural resources In another way, every villager joined together in preserving natural
environmental resources and village culture in order to attract tourists thus leading to an increase
in the income of the community and of the households. Although these may not be suffieient, the
tourism activities would cause awareness to the importance of tribal culture.

On the process of negotiation between capital system and tourism, the research
found that Dara-Aung people were able to develop their houses into homestays for tounsts thus
allowing villagers to look after the tourists themselves. Coordination between the village and
tourist agencies led to the promotion of local products to tounists while the community received
support from the Special Site Development Administration for Sustainable Tounsm, with
cooperation from the Chiang Dao Tambon Administrative Organization, Ping Watershed
Ecosystem Management Project and village volunteers for tourism management, together with the
establishment of a master plan for sustainable touristn in Tambon Chiang Dao, Chiang Dao
district, Chiang Mai for 2010-2012.

As for the adoption process of the community in transforming its culture into
cultura] tourism, the villagers completely utilized cultural resources including natural and
environmental resources which were existing in the community to become cultural products. The
community was able to develop better and newer but appropriate technology while allowing the
residents to preserve their homes. Dara-Aung people also participated in forest management by
combining their tribal beliefs with government management practices on the transformation of
the culture and natural resources of the Dara-Aung people thus allowing the community to have
more authority. The residents were also more respected as human beings and not considered as
outlaws, illegal immigrants, forest destroycrs or even drug dealers. Instead, the community
became more stabilized in the villager’s mentality, confident of their own authority and had the
feeling of being one united community. The people felt more as Thai citizens and not of a
separate tribe. This had led to better appreciation of their own existing resources while increasing

the sustainability of their own cultural tourism.
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