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Abstract

A study on the potentials of eco-tourism attractions and guidelines in developing
eco-tourism in Chumphon province. The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the
potentials of eco-tourism attractions in Chumphon province 2) to study problems and treats from
developing tourist attractions in Chumphon province 3) to propose a model and the guidelines in
developing the tourist attractions in Chumphon province to become sustainable tourism. The
research was conducted by analyzing the potentials of 20 tourist attractions in Chumphon
province. The analyzed information has been used to create the guidelines to develop the eco-
tourism attractions in Chumphon province,

The finding of this rescarch revealed that the eco-tourism attractions in Chumphon
province could be divided by the potentials of the eco-tourism into 2 levels which were the tourist
attractions that had high potential level (Level B) and the tourist attractions that had moderate
potential level (Level C), and none of the tourist attractions had the highest potential level (Level
A). The guidelines in developing the tourist attractions in Chumphon province had been guided
by the eco-tourism elements which were: 1) Sites which included 1.1 Carrying capacities for the

tourism activities in the future 1.2. Protecting the tourist attractions 1.3. Activities that helped to



improve the tourist attractions 1.4. Developing on a directional sign and access 2) Management
which included 2.1. Regulations that helped to protect environmental and cultural impacts 2.2. An
effective tourism plan 2.3. Developing on marketing and public relation 2.4. Developing on the
tourism activities together with tourism business 2.5. Carrying capacities of the sites 2.6. An
effective waste management 2.7. Managing the tourism activities that suited to the sites 2.8.
Maintaining good service quality 2.9. Building tourism networking in Chumphon province 3)
Activities and knowledge which included 3.1. Developing the tourism activities that suited to the
sites 3.2. Developing an interpretive system in the tourist attractions 3.3. Developing new
interesting activities 3.4. Creating a fascinating theme for each tourist attraction 4) Community
participation which included 4.1. Increasing in community participation 4.2. Increasing in
organization participation 4.3. Building a strong community 4.4. Giving some benefit back to the
tourist attractions.

Key words: Ecotourism, Potential
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