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Maesa Community Tourism Management Program through
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, Pongyang Sub district,
Maerim District, Chiang Mai Province, Thailand
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Abstract

The main objective of this research for publicizing and broadcasting of the Royal
duties at Maesa community to interest people by local participation in Maesa community
tourism management program through Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. Totally of the
respondent in this research were 76 who involved in this program. Using qualitative research
techniques such as interview, observation and group forum were used for collecting data and
analyzed by descriptive statistics to describe his Royal development project and debate or
compare the data between secondary and primary data for confirming the truth from all of
stakeholders with insiders and outsiders.

The results of this research evident that in 1964, His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej of Thailand accompanied by Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and other member of the
Royal family, visited the Hmong vitlage of Doi Pui (Pui mountain) near Chiang Mai. Following five
years (January 22, 1969) they came to visit Hmong village at Maesa community. Many Royal
development projects from His Majesty were developed at this community. His Majesty in
order to eradicate opium poppy cultivation, encourage a wise and proper balance in utilizing
and conserving land and forest resources. Since then the opium poppy cultivation has
transformed to the cultivation of highland crops which provide the Hmong a better life. From
the King’s initiatives, His Majesty immediately realized that “it is not sustainable way for giving
money or some things to people, but how educated their occupation” or “Help the hitl tribes,
Help the Thais, Help the world”.

Furthermore, the results show that local people participated with researchers to
decide tourism program of Maesa community in to three programs; 1) Natural and Traditional
Agricultural tourism program (lday). 2} Hmong culture, way of life and homestay tourism
program (2 days 1 night), and 3) Hmong traditional and event tourism program. Those of
tourism programs would be well managed for Thais and non-Thais tourist service activities.
Moreso, this community bhas applied the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy in tourism
management by using the three principles as follows; 1) Moderation which means having
enough, local people had been agreement that tourism income and benefit is not only money
but it should be concerned to environmental and cultural sustainability. The good things in this
community are sharing of the benefit to all of stakeholders include hosts {insiders) and guests
(outsiders) , 2) Reasonableness by having the community rules and regulations for tourism
management activities and 3) Immunity by using “Hmong tanguage” that young generation can
learn their language without writing. Furthermore, tocal people of Maesa community applied
their local wisdom or knowledge through tourism activities which tourists can learmn and get



more experiences, especially, the process of batik cloth and embroidered cloth producing and
also the Yai Kan Chong cloth producing warring demonstrated by local people. Lastly, Hmong
cultural performance activities morality is another conditional where by local people honesty to
the King of Thailand, all of them don’t grow opium and don’t associate with narcotic any more,
Since they were promise and transfer to all of the youth and those people in their community.
Therefore, Maesa community was promoted to be Homestay Standard of Thailand year 2011-
2014, it was because of local people used their own wisdom, intelligence and knowledge to
analyze and solve their problems. Moreover, it is because of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej of Thailand.





