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ABSTRACT

Home Stays were country houses owned by people in Nong Khai Province and
the owners were also living in such houses. The purposes of the study were 1) to study
the historical background of Village cultural home stays in Nong Khai Province 2) to
study current circumstances and problems of management of village cultural home
stays in Nong Khai Province, and 3) to draw development guidelines for village cultural
home stays to promote tourism in Nong Khai Province. The research was carried out
during July, 2011 until July, 2012. The qualitative research used a basic survey,
interviews, and observations. The 100 sample include key, casual, and general
informants respectively. A triangulation technique was used for data reliability and the
results were presented descriptively. The results were as follows :

Historically, the village cultural home stays in Nong Khai was established in
2000 due to a supernatural phenomena, known as, Naga fireballs in the Mekong River
bringing thousands of tourists to the Province making hotel shortages. The Provincial
Governor at that time had a policy allowing the villagers open their home for tourists,
have meals with them, and provide accommodation as if they were their relatives. The
tourists were impressed by such services. That was the origin of village cultural home
stays in Nong Khai Province.

For current circumstances and problems of management of village cultural
home stays in Nong Khai Province, the study the high tourism in Nong Khai Province
was during the end of the Buddhist Lent and Songkran Festival. There were hotel
shortages during that time. Yet after the high tourist season, most village cultural home
stays were not occupied, the villagers could not make enough income ; many people
were unemployed; some went to work in city areas leaving children with grand-parents
causing a lot of social problems.

As for development guidelines of village cultural home stays to promote
tourism in Nong Khai Province, the author proposed several aspects of development,

such as, rooms, food, culture, tourist attractions, and public relations by training for the
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cultural village home stay committee members, residents, and youth. Tambon
Administrative Organizations provided financial support; District or Provincial
Development Offices should provide technical support so that the cultural home stays
could stay and support themselves in the long run.

In conclusion, the village cultural home stays in Nong Khai Province had a
variety of development guidelines. Yet, they lacked adequate budget to operate such
services. Government and private sectors should provide necessary support so that the
village cultural home stays could be well prepared for the coming of ASEAN and the

people could make enough income.
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