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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, the biodiversity was rapidly and continuously changing, particularly the
medicinal plants, which affected the way of people life who lived at around the natural forest. To solve
this problem, people must have knowledge and understandings of these changes by means of training
and teaching in or out of the school system. This research aimed to develop the community
participatory training model for conservation of species of medicinal plants biodiversity. The research
framework was divided into two stages. The first stage was to study and develop the training model
consisted of nine activities using 60 voluntarily sample persons, the second stage was an application of
the developed model with a sample group of 74 volunteers. The data were collected using a
questionnaire on knowledge, opinions and practices of biodiversity conservation of medicinal plant
species, an in-depth interview and a participatory observation.

The results of the study were as follows:

1. The developed community participatory training model for biodiversity conservation
of medicinal plant species consisted of 6 plans namely; 1) study of biodiversity problems; 2) problem
analysis; 3) pre-training data collection; 4) making plans using A-I-C; 5) plan implementation using
Deming cycle (P-D-C-A) to analyze and improve in 3 spirals, one month each; and 6) post-training data
collection.

2. The sample group as a whole and as classified according to gender and age showed
gains in knowledge, opinions and practices of biodiversity conservation of medicinal plants species

from before participating the training using the developed model (p< .05).



3. The sample group with differences in sexes and ages did not differently indicate
post-training knowledge, opinions and practices of biodiversity conservation of medicinal plant species.
Also, the statistical interactions of sex with age of the sample group on these outcomes were not found
to be significant.

4. The sample group who used some forest materials showed their practical behaviors of
using some forest materials relevant to the community’ s criteria when observed at the 1 month
follow-up.

In summary, the developed community participatory training model for biodiversity
conservation of medicinal plant species was appropriately effective. The sample group showed
increases of knowledge, opinions, and continuous practices of biodiversity conservation. They
cooperately participated in looking after and conserving medicinal plant biodiversity at the species

level. This model should be supported to be applied to other community forests.
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