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ABSTRACT

Northeastern Thailand or Isan has been well known for ancient Khmer
sanctuaries for a very long time. The purpose of the study was threefold.
1) to investigate the historical background of the ancient Khmer sanctuaries in
Roi Et Province, 2) to study the current circumstances and problems of the
ancient Khmer sanctuaries in Roi Et Province, and 3) to propose a suideline
for enhancement of cultural tourism management of the ancicnt Khmer
sanctuaries in Roi Et Province. There were 5 ancient Khmer sanctuaries chosen
for this study; they were chosen purposively. The research data collected
were documentaries and fieldwork data using a basic survey, observations,
interviews, and focused-group discussions. The 60 sample included 15 key
informants, 30 casual informants, and 15 general informants. The data were
re-checked using a triangulation technique. The analysis was done qualitatively
based on the purposes of the study.
The results were presented descriptively and they were as follows:

Upon the historical background of the ancient Khmer sanctuaries in
Roi Et Province, the study found that the construction of such sanctuaries was
influenced by Brahminism and Mahayana Buddhism. They were related
historically and archeologically with other ancient Khmer sanctuaries in Isan;
they were under religious influence. The art forms of those sanctuaries
were constructed during 2 phases. The first art form was Papuan and was
constructed during 15-16 Buddhist centuries. They were Ku Ka Sing, Ku
Pon Wit, and Ku Phra Kona. The second group of the ancient Khmer
sanctuaries was Constructed during 18 Buddhist century; they were Ku Pon
Rakang and Ku Thawat Buri. They were believed to be used as hospitals.
Some time later, more people began to move from left hand side of the
Mekong River to Isan and settle there. They re-adjusted themselves especially

their religious belief to the one that existed there before successfully.
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Upon the current circumstances and problems of the ancient Khmer
sanctuaries in Roi Et, the study found that there was some improvement of
surrounding landscape for tourists’ conveniences and access. At a closer look,
however, most ancient sanctuaries were decayed; there was a lot of weed
and there were no appropriate public signs. There were not enough hotel
accommodation and souvenir shops. The tourist personnel of each sanctuary
lacked sufficient knowledge to holding the incoming tourists.

As for the guideline for enhancement of cultural tourism management
in Roi Et, the study proposed some improvement of the sanctuaries, landscape,
roads, hotel accommodation; homestays were preferred, and personnel. Being
considered tourism capital, the ancient Khmer sanctuaries belonged to
community and were cultural heritage. Local authorities should not only
renovate them but also get ready for tourism. It was suggested
that the research results be applied for improvement of cultural tourism of

other areas.
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