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ABSTRACT

Nakhon Si Thammarat is an ancient and one of the most important city in terms of
economic, social, political and religious aspects, in Southeast Asia. This qualitative study
aimed at: 1) exploring the cultural attractions in Nakhon Si Thammarat. ; 2) investigating
the potential of the cultural aspects on religion, custom, Archaeological Site, Home Stay, food,
and souvenirs, of Nakhon Si Thammarat.; and 3) finding the guidelines for the potential
development of tourism in religion, custom, archaeological site, home Stay, food , and
souvenirs. Written documents and fieldwork data were gathered. The research tools consisted
of an interview form, an observation form, and a focus group form. The 100 informants included
key-informants, practitioners, and general informants. Data were analyzed, and the results of the
study were presented in a descriptive analytical format.

The results of the study showed that the potential cultural tourism sites in Nakhon Si
Thammarat included: 1) on religious sites at 9 temples--- Wat Manao Wan, Wat Chaeng Vora Maha
Vihara, Wat Phra Mahathat Vora Maha Vihar, Wat Thapho Vora Maha Vihar, Wat Maheyong, Wat
Sema Mueang, Wat That Noi, Wat Mae Chao Yu Hua, and Wat khun Phanom; 2) on custom---Bun Sat
Duean Sip and Robe Procession to the Pagoda festivals; 3) on archeological sites---Wat Khao Kha and
Wat Moklana; 4) on home stay---Mue Ban Khirivong and Phromalok tourism community; 5) on food
and souvenier---Muean Nakhon Chinese Noodle Shop and Nakhon nielloware group.

On the tourism potentiality: 1) on religious aspect, it was found that the temples had
maintained archeological documents in excellent condition, having good management, improving
basic facilities for tourism services; 2) on custom aspect, the custom was important for the people’s
ways of life, the committees in-charged of the festivals were appointed through the co-operation
among the communities; 3) on archeological sites, they were old, but no readiness for services;

4) on the home stay service, the communities lived with nature and had developed the tourism
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service systematically, only some groups of the communities were involved; 5) on food and
souvenirs, the Phan Yom Chinese noodle shop, an old shop with delicious food, located near
tourism sites, having good management, but not enough parking spaces; for the Nakhon nielloware
group, used to be a very strong group, but later, running out of finance supply, and the decrease of
the numbers of skilled artisans.

On the guidelines for the development of tourism potentiality, these aspects should be
improved: on religious aspect, the temples should be developed to be historical tourism sites,
adding more publicity of all forms; on the custom aspect, the customs should be conserved and
revived; on the archeological sites, personnel for each site should be assigned, all tourism sites
should be conserved and restores; on home stay aspect, a knowledge of English language should be
given to the villagers; on food and souvenir aspect, their prices should be set at a reasonable rate,
and the parking area for the customers should be adequate, expos center, as well as the curriculum
in school system, should be established for Nielloware Nakhon group

In conclusion, the potential development on the cultural tourism through the community
participation in Nakhon Si Thammarat province gives effective results upon the cultural tourism of
Nakhon Si Thammarat. The results of this study should be used for communities, government and

private sectors that are concerned with cultural tourism.
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