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ABSTRACT

Songkran Festival is an important tradition amoung the twelve traditions which are
importatant merit customs or twelve month merit traditions of Buddhists in Thailand. The twelve
month merit traditions in northeast Thailand is called “Heat Sipsong”. “Heat” refers to guidelines
or best practices in the way of life and “Sipsong” means twelve. The purpose of this research is to
study the history and development of appropriate guidelines to revitalize Songkran Festival to
promote tourism in the province of Mukdahan by community participation. This research is a
qualitative research which was performed by document analysis of data collected from documents,
field research data, interviews, observations and discussion groups. The sample group included
19 key informants, 12 casual informants and 24 general informants. The sample group came from
the community members from 5 villages in 5 districts in the province of Mukdahan: 1) the village of
Cha Not, Cha Not sub-district, Wan Yai district, 2) the village of Na Sok, Na Sok sub-district,
Mueang district, the village of Ba, Kok Daeng sub-district, Nikhom Kham Soi district, and
4) the village of Phu, Ban Pao sub-district, Nong Sung district. The research was conducted from
May 2007 until October 2010.

Research results revealed that the community members of Mukdahan province practice
the Songkran Festival just like other people in Northeast Thailand since ancient times and the
tradition is also considered merit making to welcome the Thai New Year according to ancient
traditions. Merit making during Songkran festival is related to Buddhism, traditions of the way of
life and a recreational event. Merit making in regards to religion include events such as the “Bun
Thot Pha Pa” (merit of providing material needs for Buddhist monks and temples through
donations), Bathing Buddhist statues with ceremonial water, Bathing Buddhist monks with

ceremonial water, flower parade or procession, “Basi Su Kwan” (calling of the soul) ceremony for
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Buddhist monks, forming sand pagodas, releasing animals and the bathing amulets, talismans and
ancestral bones.

In regards to the traditional way of live, there were house merit ceremonies and water
blessings from adults. Activities and recreational activities included celebrations with
entertainment, performances of indiengous folk music and various competitions such as Songkran
beauty queen contenst, Elderly health competition, folk costume competition, singing competition,
and folk sports such as kick boxing and sea boxing. The guidelines for revitalization of Songkran
Festival by community participation include, inciting the cultivation of values in community
members, reviving various activities that are still practiced and those that have vanished so that they
are reconditioned and improved, improving nearby and local tourism locations and selling folk
products.

In regards to development, requires publicizing and advertizing the activities of the
community, preparation of all activities, staff and community pariticipation in carrying out the
activities.

In conclusion, in order to revitalize and develop Songkran Festival to promote tourism,
the community and rural citizens must value, give importance and participate in every activity to
create diversity, extravagance and attract the attention of tourists to the location for recreation and
experience. The community members will benefit by the dessimination of indigenous culture and

added economic value to the community.
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