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ABSTRACT

Tourism is regarded as a very important activity for national economic and social
developments. The P.D.R. Laos has plenty of natural and cultural resources, as well as many
various ethnic groups. Therefore, tourism is one of the most fastest expanding industries of the
P.D.R. Laos, and having the opportunity for the establishment of the national and local economic
strength in the future. This qualitative study aimed at: 1) examining the history of the Mon-Khmer
ethnic groups in Southern Laos; 2) investigating the current conditions and cultural identities of the
Mon-Khmer in Sothern Laos for tourism; and 3) exploring the development model for the cultural
tourism of the Mon-Khmer ethnic groups in Southern Laos. The research tools consisted of an
interview form, an observation form, a group discussion form, and a seminar workshop form.

The research sites included Attapue and Se Kong provinces in P.D.R. Laos. Written document and
fieldwork data were gathered. The fieldwork data were collected through interviews, observations,
group discussions, and seminar workshops from 11 key-informants, 32 casual informants, and 16
general informants, between December 2008-April 2010. The data were checked for their
accountability with the triangulation technique, and analyzed according to the given objectives, and
the results of the study were presented in a descriptive analysis form.

The results of the study revealed that the Mon-Khmer ethnic groups, living along the
Vietnamese border, and affecting by the war and the poverty, had migrated and settled down at the
Se Kong Basins in Se Kong and Attapue provinces. During the French governance, these ethnic
groups were exploited by the French, the leaders of these ethnic groups got their people together and
revolted against the French authorities. When the war ended, the Lao government had arranged

these people settling down their villages in the plain areas for the convenience of the development.
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For the current conditions, these ethnic groups had better livings such as there
were underground wells, electricity, dirt roads, elementary schools, and public health offices.
The people’s careers were rice farming, high land farming, rubber planting, and tea planting.
They liked to buy factory clothes from the cities, building houses in Lao traditional and applied
styles. Each ethnic group was excellence in their handicrafts with beautiful unique patterns.

The identities of these ethnic groups included: spoken language but no written
language, dressing with their own traditional costumes during their important festivals, animist
worshipping, handicrafts, and kok doe as a tobacco smoking pipe. The important custom was a
paeng heet merit making ritual, called heet khwai (buffalo sacrifice), heet mu (pig sacrifice), and
heet kai (chicken sacrifice.) The Katu and Ngae ethnic groups built the “ho kuan paeng heet” ritual
site in the middle of village grounds and built their houses surrounding it.

On the guidelines for the ethnic tourism development, the ethnic groups should learn
their history for establishing the participatory part in the development. They should participate in
training programs, study tours on tourism. On the administrative aspect, the administrative
committee on the ethnic tourism should be established, assigning their works, rules in working,
justified benefit sharing. In terms of ethnic resources, the following aspects should be approached:
languages, rituals, customs, clothing, foods, weavings, wood handicrafts, potteries, literatures, and
music. Ethnic museums should be established for tourism marketing focus. The government should
support the basic infra-structures.

In conclusion, on the ethnic cultural tourism development of the ethnic groups in Southern
Laos, it is a beneficial development for the Lao people, both in terms of economy and sense of
belonging, love and care for their own ethnic culture. The involved sectors, governmental and
private, should give them the financial and academic supports, as well as the basic infra-structure,

for the sustainable well-beings of the people.
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