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ABSTRACT

Mahasawat canal community had been historically the oldest and most important
community of Phuttha Monthon district in Nakhon Pathom province, that still maintained the ways of
life in simplicity. The people used Mahasawat canal for making their living and for their natural way of
transportation. The Mahasawat canal community had potential to be developed to become a cultural
tourism site. The study aimed to : 1) examine the ways of life of the people and the cultural tourism
sites along Mahasawat canal; and 2) explore the ways to develop the management of the cultural tourism
in the community along Mahasawat canal, Phutthamonthon district, Nakhon Pathom province.
Qualitative research methodology wasused for this study; both written documents and fieldwork data were collected.
Fieldwork data were gathered through interviews, observations, and group discussions from the
sample groups of informants : key-informants, 29 casual informants, and 21 general informants.
The data were checked for their accountability using the triangular technique and were analyzed
in accordance with the given objectives. Then, the results of the analysis were presented in the
form of a descriptive analysis.

The results of the study revealed that the people in the community along the Mahasawat
canal had maintained their old ways of living; these included agricultural works, such as rice
farming, gardening, flowers and decorative plants. Since the community had absorbed the
modernized culture from urban society, the ways of life of the community had been changed.
Numbers of people went to work in the factories nearby Bangkok metropolitan. The important
cultural tour sites of the community along Mahasawat canal were Wat Suvannaram monastery, with
beautiful church of Thai architectural style; the agricultural tourism sites---fruit gardens, orchid

gardens, lotus gardens; agricultural processed products of the housewife groups; and natural



tourism sites, such as, the scenery along the canal, the scenery of the paddy-fields, and the people
lives on the two sides of the canal.

On the ways to develop the management of the cultural tourism in the community along
the Mahasawat canal, the co-operation, in the form of the committee among government sectors,
private sectors, and community, needed to be formed to explore the necessary needs in the
management of cultural tourism and the needs of the tourists; tourism plans had to be established
and tourism activities had to be chosen, with emphases on the advantage of the cultural aspects,
establishing tourism networks, and educating the networks; assigning the networks the
responsibility for the tourism sites, as well as receiving proper benefits from tourism. This cultural
tourism business had to be operated by the community, for the community, and beneficial for
conservation and the development of the community culture. Main tourism routes should be
assigned as the selected tourism routes, such as canal route along Mahasawat canal; the tourists
could enjoy the sceneries of the paddy-fields and the ways of life of the people along Mahasawat
canal. The people in the community would obtain income and care for their own culture, which in
turn, leading to conservation, transmission, and development of the community culture continuously
and strength.

In conclusion, Mahasawat canal community had the potential in the development of the
management of the cultural tourism operation, due to the following supportive factors which
included : having long historical heritage; capability in maintaining their traditional ways of life;
having cultural tourism sites and beautiful natural environment. The community, government
sectors, and private sectors, should put their efforts together to conserve and develop the cultural

tourism sites for the long lasting continuity and for the benefit of the community.
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