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ABSTRACT

Mon people in Phra Pradaeng district had their own unique culture in many aspects, such
as Mon style temples, archeological sites, old customs, which could be developed into cultural
tourism sites. This study aimed at 1) finding the history of Mon temples in Phra Pradaeng district,
Samut Prakan province; 2) examining the potentials of Mon temples in terms of development into
cultural tourism sites;and 3) exploring the participation of the communities in the development of
the potentials of the Mon temples to become cultural tourism sites. This a qualitative study had
research tools included an interview form, an observation form, and a group discussion form.

Both written documents and fieldwork data were collected. Fieldwork data were gathered through
interview, observation, and group discussion from 28 key-informants, 23 casual informants, and 30
general informants in Phra Pradaeng district areas. The data were checked for their accountability
with a triangular technique. Then the data were analyzed according to the given objectives and the
results of the analysis were presented in a descriptive analysis form.

The results of the study revealed that all 8§ Mon temples in Phra Pradaeng district were
built in B.E. 2358, during the time of King Rama the Second, at the same time as the establishment
of Nakhon Khuean Khan City. Wat Songtham Woravihar temple was built first. Most temples
were built by Mon government officials or Mon elites. Later on, these temples became the local
museums to house archeologiacal sites, archeologiacal objects, cultural arts, and Mon wisdoms,such
as shrines of Mon style, Buddha statutes in Raman style, and ancient Buddha statutes.

In terms of the communities’ participations, at the present time, it was found that there
were no establishment of departments for supporting or taking responsibility in the development of

the temples to become cultural tourism sites. The government sectors should take the roles in



developing the temples to be cultural tourism sites. The participation of the people in the community
was at a minimal level. This due to the temples themselves were not realized in developing the
temples to become cultural tourism sites. Besides, the government sectors, locally and regionally,
paid no attention to the importance and did not have plans for the development of the temple to
become cultural toursm sites of Phra Pradaeng district. Therefore, the community and government
sectors should be encouraged to put their efforts together for the development of Mon temples in
Phra Pradaeng district to become cultural tourism sites. This plan would then response to the
tourism strategy of Thailand Tourism Authority and the needs of tourists, Thai and foreign. And the
most important point was that this was the way to strengthen the community economy.
For the potentials of Mon temples in development to be cultural tourism sites,there were temples of
different potentials. Wat Song Tham Woraviahr, Wat Khan Lat, and Wat Asa Songkhram were the
most potential temples for the development. Wat Laem, Wat Khae, Wat Prap Patchamit, and
Wat Klang, were at the mid level. Whereas Wat Juan Damrong Racha Phonkhan was the least
possibility.

In conclusion, the Mon temples in Phra Pradaeng district were of worthy heritage of the
Mon community, housing archeological sites, archeological objects, and cultural arts wisdoms.
They had the potential to be developed to become excellent cultural tourism sites, such as Wat
Songtham Woravihar, wat Khanlat, and Wat Asa Songkhram. However, it still lacked the
co-operation among the community, government sectors, and private sectors. It should be time for
the community and local administrative authority to work together in planning and put their ideas in
execution of the development to use the potentials of these temples to become the cultural tourism
sites. These will benefit the community in terms of income gain and the solidarity of the

community in the future.



