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ABSTRACT

Bang Nam Phueng floating market, situated in Phra Padaeng district, Samut Prakan
province, was an agricultural area along the growth of Bangkok metropolitan, which was still full of
traditional agrienltural fertility. It was the only piece of land, the last one, that located at the closest
distance from Bangkok. The study was aiming to : 1) exawnine the background and tourism
polentials of Bang Nam Phueng floating market in Samut Prakan province; and 2) explore the
develop the management of Bang Nam Phueng floating market in Samut Prakan provinee. It was a
qualitative study, in which the Bang Nam Phueng floating market area, Phra Padaeng district, Samut
Prakan province, was chosen for the site of the study. The tools used for the study were
interviewing form, observation form, and group discussion form, Written documents and fieldwork
data were collected. Fieldwork data were gathered through interviews, observations, and group
discussions, from 21 key-informants, 55 casual informants, and 40 general informants. Data were
checked, for their accountability, by the triangular technique and analyzed in accordance with the
given objectives. Then the results of the analysis were presented in the form of a descriptive
analysis.

The results of the study revealed that, on the background and the tourism potentials of
Bang Nam Phueng floating market, the villagers who had the impaets upon from the governmeni
revake their land licenses for dam construetion got together to negotiate with the government office,
asking the Tambon Bang Nam Phueng Administrative authority to step in for the agricultural land.
Eventually, the government got pieces of land from villagers’ donation and built the floating
market for the community to sell their products and for tourism. Villagers and various organizations

had made efforts on development and management of the Bang Nam Phueng floating market, led by



Tambon Bang Nam Phueng Administrative Office, Samut Prakan Provincial Administrative Office,
the Ministry of Sports and Tourism, offering many forms of tourism. These included local
merchandises selling biking for scenery tours, boat rowing along the canals or watching fireflics
along the Chao Phaya River while sitting in a boat; promoting publicity through television, internet,
and various journals. These tasks were supervised by a general managing committce. There were
also cleaning workers and security guards.

Concerning the ways to develop Bang Nam Phueng Floating Market in Samut Prakan, in
the future, there werc cfforts to keep the standard of Bang Nam Phueng floating market operation,
as well as the local environmental conservation and sheer up the spints of the peoplc in the
community to realize the value of tourism sites, culture, beliefs, attitude, keeping an eye on,
protccting, and easing the impact on various aspects of Natural resources and environments.

In conclusion, Bang Nam Phueng floating markct was a tourism sitc that enhanced the
incomes of local people. It was also a way of dissemination of the natural bcauty and cultural ways
of lives of the peoplc in local area. Through the co-operalion between the people and local
administrative authorities, it created good outcomes in terms of economy, culture, and natural

environmenits, which should be continued and developed for the long lasting sustainable process.
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