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ABSTRACT

At present, it can be clearly seen that tourism is the largest scale of economic
sectors for increasing income 1o Thailand. The objective of this research is to study the
history of cultural tourism both in the present and in the past titne of Phra Samut Chedi
district, Samut Prakan Province and to study potential ability of cultural tourism management
for local communities in thc province and studying the way of culiural tourism management
with local communities’ participation. The research is conducted by means of a Qualitative
Research, consisting of 118 persons. They are from different groups such as educated
people, concemed parties and informative persons. Data are gathercd by means of
exploration, interview, observation, group- discussion and aclion seininar. Its reliability is
checked by the triangulation technique. The result is presented by means of an de description
analysis.

The major finding revcals that Samut Prakan is a very intercsting province. It used
to be a city responsible for protecting the capital city during the world war Il Navy of
enemies was thwarted in atacking the capital by army of the provinee. it is known as
“an estuary city” by amothcr name. It, nowadays, has been developed from “protccting city
or Muang Na Dan” to industrial ¢ity with the biggest number of factorics in Thailand.

As a result, transportation is inproved to support modemization. When population increasc in
number, their ways of life and living condition have been continuously changed. Moreovcr,
culture, education, employment, cconomnic system and cultral tourist sites have been

changed unavoidably.



There are many strong points of tourist sites of Phra Samut Chedi district,
Samut Phakan province. The provinee located along the Chao Phraya river flowing to the gult of
Thailand which, in the past, was an area of trading, staying of merchants and going ashore
of soldiers. At the present time, there is boat-service for cultural cducation tour. There arc
many tourist sites with agricultural areas and coastal fisheries that are worthwhile to be
“agricultural tourist sites”. Transportation in the districl is very convenient because people
can get there both by land and by water ways. Il takes abour 20 minutes from the capital.
Navigation is also convenicnl becausc it can navigate both from the East and the South.
In terms of art, there arc plenty of ancient buildings consisting of religious sites and artistic
works. In addition, thcre are many souvenir shops distributing various famous products. OTOP
produets are distributed in the area as well in order 1o stimulate local economy.
The way of potential dcvclopment of cultural tourssm management of Phra

Samut Chedi district, Samut Prakan province should be systematically developed. Development
of tourist sites should be planned, improving human resource, transportation, tourism
promotion, public relation and continuation of~tourism activity. Polential development of
tourism management should be co-operated from all eoncemed parties. They should integrate
all tourist sites to benefit all sub-districts i the district, providing tour guides, transportatiou
both by land and water to run their objeetive to the same direction. One — day trip should
be put into the schedule of lourismn plan to attach morc tourists. Home-stay uip or trip with
staying overnight in natural environmen is a good altemalive for tourists who want to
spend private life. And monthly travelling schedule is a way Lo be considered as potential
development of tourism management. [.ocal communities’ participation is an important point
o iudicate potential ability of cullural tourisuy managemcnt.

In conelusion, the siudy of potential devclopment of cultural tourism. Phra Samut
Chedi district, Samut Prakan province with local communitics’ participation indicates that
tourism will be efficiently achieved or not depends mainly on local participation. focal

participation is potential and cfficicut development and benefits the comumunity itsel(.



