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ABSTRACT

Changwat Maha Sarakham is a province which has outstanding cultural ourist
attractions and intercsting natural lourist atiractions. The development and management of
eco-cultural tourism can mecl the government policy which promotcs Thai people to tour
more in Thailand. All these are 10 be guidelincs for developing tourism and promoting
tourism to be in accordance with the development of tourism and difterent resources
available inthe area of Changwal Maha Sarakham, This study aimed to examine cco-
cultural tourism attractions in Changwat Maha Sarakham. lo ¢xamine devclopments and
management ol cco-cullural tourism in Changwat Maha Sarakham, and 1o investigale
guidelines for development management of cco-cultural tourisin in Changwal Maha
Sarakham. The sample consisted of a group ol 20 key informants, a group of 20 uscrs
and practitioners, and a group of 20 people in gencral.  The instruments used {or
collecting data were an observation form. an interview fonn. and a focused group
discussion form. The data were checked uvsing the triangulation technique. The results
of data analysis were presented by means of a descriplive analysis.  The results of the
study were as follows :

All of the 6 cco-culral tourist attractions in Changwat Maha Sarakham werc
different in the aspects of being the way of communily life. natural hcauty, being ancienlt
placc. and being the source of product production.

The development and management of cco-cultural tourism in Changwat Maha
Sarakham had not yet had a system of management which was a clear guideline because

the development and management had not vel been formally supported by any



government agency. and they lacked hudger for management.  Mosl of the groups had
management by themselves within the groups. The community and groups did not yet
have knowledge of tourism nanagement. No government agencies ook care of these
groups or organized training. For form of toursm management, cach of all the 6 tourist
anractions did not yet have any form or aetivity organized to underlic 1ourists, did not
have any form of management of difterent things involving. In ferms of reeciving
lourists, there was not any good guideline for receiving tourists because they lacked
knowledge. expericnce. and personnel for reception and providing services o tourists.
In terms of facilities. there were only intrastructures provided for nnderlying toursts,
And in terms of tourist attractions. there were different mieresting places : they were
tourist attractions with natural beauty and culture with valuable ancicnt places.

For guidelines for development and management ol ceo-cultural tourism n
Changwat Maha Sarakham in the 6 lourist attractions as a whole. it is nceessary for
pecople in each tourism arca o have development in the aspects of using knowledge.
tourism management, and systematic management of tourist attractions.  The people
should cooperate in planning. secking new lorms of towrism activities of attract lourists®
intcrest. In addition, they must keep their traditional culture, they must keep their skills
in communication in international languages for tourists lo understand one another well.
Each tourist attraction should develop cleanliness of its own place, safety of tourists while
being at the tourist atiraction. and cleanliness of infrastruetures.  Also. these people mnst
help cach other take care of landscapes or the ccosysiem of their tourist attraction in
conlinuity to gencrale sustainability.

In conclusion, the development and management of cco-cultural tourism in
Changwat Maha Sarakham bave not yet had a management system as a clear guideline
because they have not been formally supported by any government agency. and they still

lack budgets for managemenl 1o be clficient.



