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ABSTRACT

Tourism industry at present makes the first highest income of Thailand and can well
make income for tourism entrepreneurs. This study aimed to examine potentials in cultural tourism
of Wat Lamphaya Floating Market community, Tambon Lamphaya, Amphoe Bang Len, Changwat
Nakhon Pathom ; and to examine the management of Wat Lamphaya Floating Market for
developing cultural tourism using community participation. The sample consisted of 10 community
senior people and 10 government agency officials involved purposively selected ; while 20
entrepreneurs, 20 community people, and 40 tourists were accidentally selected with a total of
100 subjects. The instruments used in the study were structured and unstructured interview forms,
participant and nonparticipant observation forms, and a focused group discussion note-taking form.
The collected data were checked using the triangulation technique. The results were then presented
by means of a descriptive analysis.

The study findings revealed that at present Wat Lamphaya Floating Market community
has the rural traditional way of life and being. The community still upholds Thai style traditions and
culture. The community has high potentials in management to be a cultural tourist attraction
because this community is near Bangkok with convenient communication and transportation.

The community has the principle of tourism development using the principle of systematic
management. That is, having local people uphold the moral principle and goodness, cooperate in
keeping the Lamphay river and the monastery environment, and having community members show
their spirit by donating money for developing the floating market to become prosperous.

The environment and ecosystem are maintained. There are management committee members who

have morality and can control people not to become slaves of materials. The community members



emphasize the use of intelligences for living to make Wat Lamphaya Floating Market originate
development in good ways. The community organizations have plans for promoting water tourism
at Wat Lamphagy. The monastery, community, and local organizations cooperate in tourism
management. Wat Lamphaya abbot is the chairman. The committee for promotion of water
tourism at Wat Lamphaya has been appointed. For cultural tourism activities, there are such various
activities as career training activities, activities for adhering to local culture and traditions by having
tourists come to be trained in how to weave baskets using the water hyacinth, activities for Thai
music performance, Thai tradition performance, and the folk way of life such as puppet show,
museum of Thai ancient objects ; sculptures, carvings, paintings, and monastery architecture.

In addition, the monastery organizes activities for promoting children to participate in the activities
by drawing different pictures within the monastery, and the picture of the flouting market in the
evening ; and promoted sources of handicraft production by holding festivals for attracting tourists
interested in selecting to buy cheap goods, to visit the way of life of villagers, to make merits and
worship the Buddha images, to give offerings to monks, and to invite tourists to participate in
playing games such as new year festival, songkran festival, and lay krathong festival ; and invite
tourists to conserve the Lamphaya river. There are different tour activities in which tourists are very
interested as recommended by Lamphaya Floating Market such as going by boat for natural
sightseeing, and going by boat to learn dharma from monks. There are music and dances such as
Thai dances and Ramwong dances which are interesting on boat. Activities for going by boat to
teach puppet dances to interested Aourists are particularly organized.

For Wat Lamphaya Floating Market management for developing cultural tourism using
community participation, there must be connection of network to nearby tourist attractions for
marketing chance extension to help each other among other tourist attraction in the same province.
That is. There is connection of the network to Don Wai Market. There is a committee for water
tourism promotion at Wat Lamphaya. There are new operational plans. There is a constant tourism
model. For the role in participation of each sector, there are Wat Lamphaya abbot, monks and
novices, tambon Lamphaya Cultural Council and the director ; school officials, director, school
officials, director, teachers and students ; director ; school officials, director, teachers and students ;
tourists, local people, and male and female merchants. Central Region 1 tourism and state officials

provide budgets to support. There are plans for Wat Lamphaya travels by bus. Type 2 travels by



private car. Type 3 travels by van bus. By each plan, tourists can travel to tour at different places,
staring from the fixed point and terminating at Wat Lamphaya Floating Market.

In conclusion, the results of this study can provide guidelines for promoting knowledge
and understanding to community people, children and young people to love and reserve their
cultural resources and heritages, and the way of local life. Therefore, agencies involved should
promote plans for community tourism to have activities all the year round to increase community
incomes, and should cooperatively publicize the identity of Wat Lamphaya Floating Market to
generate sustainable community tourism development. Water tourism entrepreneurs can use this

information for developing their own tourism management.



