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ABSTRACT

Prasat Phanom Rung is a religious temple, combining between Bhrahmanism and
Buddhism. Nowadays Prasat Phanom Rung is an important ancient archeological site in terms of
history, archeology, architecture, and tourism. This qualitative research aimed at : 1) examining the
history and the origin of the ritual at the Prasat Phanom Rung; 2) investigating the present
conditions and the problems of the religious rituals, performed at the Prasat phanom Rung; and
3) exploring the ways to conserve the religious rituals for the cultural tourism promotion at the
Prasat Phanom Rung. Written documents and fieldwork data were gathered between March 2008
and March 2009. The research tools included a survey form, an interview form, an observation
form, and a seminar worshop form. The fieldwork data were collected through surveys, interviews,
observations, and group discussions, from 20 key-informants, 20 casual informants, and 60 general
informants at the Phanom Rung National Park,and nearby villages in Tambon Ta Pek, Amphoe
Chaloem Phrakiat, Buriram province. The data were checked for their accountability with the
triangulation technique, analyzed according to the given objectives, and the results of the study were
presented in a descriptive analysis form.

The results of the study showed that the history and the origin of the religious rituals at
the Prasat Phanom Rung derived from the beliefs in the importance of ancient archeological site
which was built for the residence of the Shiva, the Sacred God of Saiva Sect, in Hinduism, along
with the guarding gods who protected the Prasat Phanom Rung, the miracle place, which had been
conducted since the olden days. Thepeople believed that the rituals could help them happy,

prosperous, successful, recover from sickness, and create unity among the people in the



communities. Eight lotus flower leaves were offered to the sacred deities at the Prasat Phanom
Rung.

The present conditions and the problems of the religious rituals at the Prasat Phanom
Rung were : the ritual and the ritual’s participants affected the environment; the Fine Arts
Department’s regulation on not allowing ritual to conduct on other holy days; lack of continuing
public notification; less tourists; lack of tourism form development for tourism stimulation; and lack
of lodging and food facilities.

Concerning the ways to conserve the religious rituals for the cultural tourism
promotion, this could be done through : the development of the form of the ritual presentation; the
change of the ritual conducting time for the convenience of tourists; the government sectors should
give the support s to the rituals and tourism, as well as arranging various activities to stimulate
more tourists’ visits.

In conclusion, the results of the study would be useful for the cultural tourism, enhancing
knowledge for tourists, as well as economical benefit for local people and tourism business circle.
The involved sectors, government or private, should promote and support the ritual performances at

Prasat Phanom Rung, for the happiness and the well-beings of the people in their localities for ever.



