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ABSTRACT

Communities at Tapee River Basin, covering the areas of 3 provinces---Surat Thani,
Nakhon Si Thammarat, and Krabi, Southern Thailand, a had variety and plenty of natural resources
and cultural heritage. This was a qualitative study, aiming at: 1) examining the culture for tourism at
Tapee River Basin Communities; 2) exploring guideline for cultural tourism management through
the participation of Tapee River Basin communities; and 3) finding the model for cultural tourism
management through the participation of Tapee River Basin communities. Written documents and
fieldwork data were gathered. The research tools included an interview form, an observation form,
and a group discussion form. Fieldwork data were collected in 8 sub-districts of Tapee River Basin
communities for two year period, between August 2006 and August 2008, through interviewing,
observing, and group discussing. The informants included 90 key-informants, 120 casual
informants, and 160 general informants. The data were checked for their accountability the with
triangular technique and analyzed in accordance with given objectives. Then the results of the
research were presented in a descriptive analysis form.

The results of the study revealed that the culture for tourism of Tapee River Basin
communities had its own significant identities suitable for tourism. These aspects included history,
ethnicity, language, literature, folk entertainment, religion, ritual and beliefs, archeological sites,
archeological objects, custom, indigenous wisdom, and natural scenery.

In terms of cultural tourism management through the participation of Tapee River Basin
communities, various process should be implemented. These included: 1) campaign for stimulation
of the spirits of the people in the communities to feel of belonging. They should have the

responsibility in taking care of the environment, the cleanliness of places, and safety of tourists,



2) building up the value for the communities study, searching for good and valuable things to be
used for tourism activities, including the friendliness of the communities; 3) Working plan should
be set up for the operation and benefit sharing; and 4) readiness preparation on infrastructure for
cultural tourism, such as information center, tourism route, food, drink, toilet, scenery viewing
point, communication, and material and supply for tourism activities.

Concerning the model for cultural tourism management through the participation of Tapee
River Basin communities, it should be in the form of the committee at sub-district level. The
members of the committee would be elected from members of local tourism clubs. The success of
the cultural tourism through the participation of the community would depend upon: 1) the
communities realize the importance of the cultural tourism and work together seriously and
continuously; 2) the communities had to love and care for local environments; 3) the plan for
cultural tourism development had to be accepted and be a part of development plan of the local
administrative organizations; 4) the local administrative organizations and the government had to
set up the policy on cultural tourism promotion and giving financial support for local tourism; and
5) ones who had taken part in operating and developing tourism should earn their justified benefit.

In conclusion, cultural tourism operations at Tapee River Basin communities brought the
benefit to the communities in terms of careers, making income for the people within and outside the
communities, as well as creating the unity within communities, and spreading out the customs, the
beauty of nature, and local indigenous wisdom. Government sectors and private sectors should
coroperate in giving support to the cultural tourism of the communities at Tapee River Basin for

their success and continuity.



