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ABSTRACT

The development of the Kula Ronghai Plain in the past was dominated by outsiders
leading to modernization and materialism, causing people to look over the values of the spirit and
root of the society. Tourism by the community is one choice which can create common
consciousness toward the development in the way of local community.

The purposes of this cultural qualitative study were to investigate the background and
potentials of resources of cultural tourist attractions, to examine the current conditions of cultural
tourism management by the community, and to examine cultural tourism management and
promotion by the community in the Kula Ronghai Plain area. The 8§ villages in this study were Ban
Mueang Bua, Ban Ku Noi, and Ban Ku Kasing in Amphoe Kaset Wisai ; Wat Ku Phra Kona in
Amphoe Suwannaphum ; Bo Phan Khan community in Amphoe Nong Hi ; and Pa Tham Kut Peng
in Amphoe Phon Sai, Changwat Roi Et ; Ban Mueang Tao in Amphoe Phayakkhaphum Phisai,
Changwat Maha Sarakham ; and Ban Non Muai in Amphoe Chumphon Buri, Changwat Surin. The
sample in the study comprised a group of 22 key informants, a group on 96 casual informants, and a
group of 24 service users with a total of 142 persons, obtained using the purposive sampling
technique. The instruments used in the study were a survey form, an interview form, an observation
form, a note-taking from on subgroup meeting, and a note-taking form on workshop. The collected
data were checked using the triangulation technique. The results of the study were presented
according to the dissertation format using photographs and tables in supplement to a descriptive
analysis. The results of the study revealed that down for history of tourism, there was salt
production in Bo Phan Khan community in late prehistoric period, causing Khom people to come to

build a community and build ku (chapels) in the Kula Ronghai Plain area. When Khom culture



declined, Lao people came to live there instead of Khom people. They upheld ku as holy places and
generated specific local traditions. In 1967 more people moved to live in the Kula Ronghai plain
area and they were poor. The state developed the plain and promoted farmers to grow Hom Mali
rice. In 1991 the state restored ku and developed them to be tourist attractions, and tourists began to
visit the communities. Groups of cloth weavers, rice mills, and forest management were promoted
to form up. In 2002 agricultural tourism villages were opened. In 2005 the villagers conducted a
local research study on the issues of tourism, pa tham forests, garbage, and history, causing people
to be interested in making field trips, thus generated community tourism. Local administrative
organizations determined tourism as their policy.

The resources with potentials causing people to visit were garbage recycle banks, grave-
yards, ku (chapels), Bo Phan Khan Well, Pa Tham Kut Peng Forest, Center for Community Rice
Breed Promotion and Production, Silk Cloth Center, senior monks with magic, sim (bot or shrine
hall), moats, agricultural gardens, literature, music, and paper pattern cutting. The resources
enhancing tourism potentials included : ku bathing tradition, bangfai merit making, community
museums, fish ponds, community organizations supporting organization of tourism, and community
people having hospitality. Generally, there were rest rooms, lodging houses, and food for services
which there had to be coordination in reservation in advance. The state had policy and financial
budget supports.

For current conditions, management of ku, graveyards, moats, and ponds had overlapping
rights between the villagers and the state. This was an obstacle to the development. The villagers
regarded that ancient places were sacred places. The managed by performing rituals according to
animism, Buddhism, and Brahminism. The traditions of bangfai merit-making, long-boat races, and
Songkran festival were organized by the state sector. Agricultural gardens, garbage banks, paper-
pattern cutting, literature, and fish ponds were managed by the groups of housewives, administrative
staff, or clubs or persons. These places were regarded as learning resources and/or tourist
attractions comprising paths of history study, lifestyle study, and nature study. Learning activities
included : woods walk, garden walk, listening to lectures, trying cloth weaving, and trying paper-
pattern cutting. Generally, villagers, organizations earned incomes from selling goods and action as
resource persons. There were funds and fair income sharing.

For tourism management and promotion in terms of resource management, the ku,

graveyards, moats and canals, ponds, and roads should be developed by earthening and restoring



them. Landscapes should be adjusted to be in harmony with the context, to be self-image of the
ancient community. Local traditions should be accelerated, revitalized and upgraded to be festivals
of the cultural identity in the way of sufficiency and to remain the community cultural dimension.
Forests should be developed to be learning resources. Organic rice production and rice
transmutation, and silk-cloth production should meet the standards. In terms of administration and
management, the mission of looking after ancient places should be accelerated to transfer to local
administrative organizations. Tourism authorities should be appointed. The civic society should
build the paradigm of community tourism development. Villagers’ organizations should be
promoted to have participation and strength in organizing tourism and to build tourism network in
both the state and private sectors. The personnel should be developed by holding training, field trip,
local learning, public relations and making the master plan for tourism development.

In conclusion, the results of this community cultural research study were important basic
information and were beneficial for the state and/or private sector to use as a guideline for
development to be the community way by leading resources and cultural roots to the process of
common consciousness creation for economic, social, political, cultural and environmental

development to be stable and sustainable in the future.



