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ABSTRACT

Temples are religious tourist attractions which can reflect prosperity of the nation in all
branches of the historic, archeological, cultural, and fine arts aspects. Temples link community
cultural and traditional backgrounds including having beautiful, peaceful, shady, and desolate
environments according to Buddhist characteristics. The purposes of this study were to examine
tourism potentials of temples in Changwat Mukdahan, and to examine guidelines for developing
potentials of temples in Changwat Mukdahan for cultural tourism. The study was conducted by
using the qualitative research methodology. Data were collected from different documents,
surveying and observing 12 temples in Changwat Mukdahan, and interviewing with a group of
45 informants, a group of 24 people in general. The analysis results were presented by means of
a descriptive analysis.

The results of the study revealed that the temples in Changwat Mukdahan had various
and sufficient tourism potentials in terms of stupas, vihara , sermon halls, bot or sim (shrine halls on
land or shrine halls above water), famous Buddha images, past and present famous monks, natural
landscapes, and outranking activities white specific characterizations with an emphasis on mentel
practice, worshipping ; studies of history and background, fine arts, local identity, relaxation, and
visiting beautiful and shady scenery including keeping adhering to local traditions. These temples
had supplementary potentials which included: accessing tourist attractions such as path conditions,
traveling types, distance from town to tourism attractions; and facilities such as lodgings, public
utility services, tourist safety, food — drinks shops ; systems of electricity, water supply, telephone,
and public relations ; and personnel readiness. These things had adequate ability to underlie
tourists when compared with the number of tourists. Due to a small number of tourists who come to

visit, there was not any impact on the environment. The community people still felt that the tourists



who come to visit the temples did not cause any annoyance. These motivations for tourism had
charm which attracted tourists to think of and to be satisfied with coming to contact and admire the
places. When the tourists had travelled and visited and left, they would still want to come back to
visit have those tourist attractions again. For temple tourism in Changwat Mukdahan at present,
the tourists have these important activities : merit-making according to the tradition of traveling for
reciting prayers, paying respect to sacred objects in the temples, and for relaxation. The important
problem arising from tourism itself was the lack of public relations on presenting information to
tourists involving different temples. If there was more public relations than this, tourists would be
more interested in visiting different temples. For the problem guide m of tourists themselves, they
still had inappropriate behaviors in the wrong time and wrong place such as dropping litter
anywhere they wanted to and bringing alcohol to drink on the temples compound. For the temples
located on high hills, the major problems they had were that it was inconvenient for tourists to go
up to visit the temples, and that there was a lack of water in the dry season. Moreover, for the
conditions of some temples, there were a small number of monks and novices, causing them to be
unable to look after the landscapes on the temple compounds thoroughly. The number of tourists
was not regular. Some temples hardly had tourists, due to lacks of public relations, development of
readiness of personnel, and participation in management of agencies in the state sector which had
not been operated.

The guidelines for important development of the temples in Changwat Mukdahan for
cultural tourism: for guidelines for developing main potentials as motivations of tourist attractions,
state sector agencies, Changwat administrative organization, and tombon administrative
organizations should earnestly provide with supports and counseling about tourism as well as
budget allotments for improving, maintaining, and repairing monks’ beddings, and various things
within the temples. These burdens should not be left to be all the temples’ burdens. As for
guidelines for developing supplementary potentials of tourist attractions, ways of communications
should be developed, road surfaces should be repaired ; guideboards, guideposts of facilities, and
posters of public relations on information should be made ; documents or brochures introducing
temples should be made ; more posters of public relations should be made ; also, training should be
held to provide knowledge to volunteers in each village who are in a group of women, a group of
youths in each village, school students and college students to have good knowledge of a history

and background of each locality, histories of temples and important things in each temple until



they can guide tourists to visit the temples and can give different information. If the guidelines
for development can be followed efficiently as planned, potentials of the temples in Changwat
Mukdahan will be able to be developed more as cultural tourist attractions, which will cause local
people to earn more incomes and will be sustainable tourism promotion as well.

In conclusion, for the guidelines for developing potentials of the temples in Changwat
Mukdahan for cultural tourism, state sector agencies, Changwat administrative organization and
tambon administrative organizations should provide supports and promotion in all aspects to

develop tourism efficiency and potentials of the temples in sustainability.



